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 The Witness 

What do Christ’s hands look like? 
By Linda King 
St. Francis House, Little Rock 

What do Christ’s hands look like? A lot like the hands of 
these 6th- through 8th-graders from First United Methodist Church in 
Conway! 

These young people took time out of their summer fun to 
volunteer at several places in Little Rock, and St. Francis House was 
delighted that we were their first project. 

After a tour of St. Francis House, these young people spent 
the afternoon sorting clothes for the clothing room, unloading food 
in the food pantry, and hauling bags to the trash. They then met with 
two of our veterans, Robin Harris and Gordon McGough, to ask 
questions and even do an activity to “draw their pay.” For several of 
the visiting youth, St. Francis House was their first mission. 

A huge thanks to all these amazing ladies and gentlemen 
and their sponsors. You are truly a blessing! 

Summer 2017 C.A.M.P. 

Three young adults 
from Conway First United 
Methodist Church were among 
24 people from the Arkansas 
Conference of the United Meth-
odist Church who were sent 
recently to Washington, D.C., on 
a mission to learn about poverty 
and hunger. 

Rileigh Bush, Carson 
Davis, and Ali Taylor attended a 
three-day seminar sponsored by 
the General Board of Church 
and Society of the United Meth-
odist Church. The United Meth-
odist Foundation of Arkansas 
and the Arkansas United Meth-
odist Church Conference sent 
the students to learn about pov-
erty and hunger, share with 
members of the Arkansas con-
gressional delegation, and come 
back to Arkansas with a plan of 
action to help with the current 
200K Reasons Initiative.  

“I was so honored to 
be able to take part in this trip,” 
said Ali. “We attended a seminar 
at the United Methodist building 
(the only faith-based building on 
Capitol Hill) with the General 
Board of Church and Society 

and were able to learn about 
poverty and hunger as it relates 
to the 200K Reasons Initiative. 
We also got to meet Congres-
sional representatives of our 
state, Sen. Tom Cotton, Sen. 
John Boozman, and Rep. French 
Hill, to discuss what they were 
doing in Washington, D.C., to 

aid these problems in Arkansas.” 
Ali said she is particu-

larly interested in what Method-
ists are called to do and how it 
relates to the current needs of 
people. “This trip was eye-
opening for me because it gave 
us, as young adults, realistic ideas 
for helping those who are hun-

gry and impoverished at home. I 
learned a lot about food distribu-
tion and food waste that was 
absolutely astonishing to me. We 
waste so much food that could 
feed so many people and we 
don't even realize it.” 

DC Central Kitchen, an 
organization that seeks to reduce 
food waste, sent a representative 
to tell the young adults about 
bringing fresh produce to “food 
deserts” (neighborhoods where 
community members do not 
have grocery stores close to 
them), and also how to employ 
people who are homeless and 
impoverished in their programs. 
“Hearing from this organization 
truly impacted the way I saw 
hunger and poverty because it 
showed that neither issue is as 
clear cut as it is made out to be. 
Ultimately, there are so many 
things the United Methodist 
Church does well when it comes 
to being the hands and feet of 
Christ, and I was so thankful for 
the opportunity to learn about 
what is left for us to do.” 

See YOUNG ADULTS on Page 4 

Young Adults Learn About Poverty, Hunger 

Conway FUMC young adults attending the Washington, D.C., seminar includ-
ed Rileigh Bush (front row, fourth from left), Carson Davis (back row, fourth 
from left) and Ali Taylor (back row, third from right). 
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In Memory & Honor 
In memory of Carolyn Lewis by: Beth Ru-
ple, Cliff & Maribeth Garrison, Sarah 
Breshears, Cecille Boyd, Terri Shotts, Martha 
Bumpers, Cindy Thacker 
In memory of Irene Perkins by: Rex & Mar-
tha Ross, Beth Ruple, Derwin & Blanche 
Ball, Bob & Barbara Henry, Cliff & Maribeth 
Garrison, Martha Bumpers 
In memory of Dorothy Hayward by: Koi-
nonia Sunday School Class, Cliff & Maribeth 
Garrison 
In memory of Fay Pew by: Cliff & Maribeth 
Garrison, Cecille Boyd, Terri Shotts 
In memory of Jo Kelsey by: Cliff & Maribeth 
Garrison, Martha Taylor, Koinonia Sunday 
School Class 
In memory of Charlotte McNew by: Cecille 
Boyd, Terri Shotts, Martha Bumpers 
In memory of Beula Gregson by: Cecille 
Boyd, Terri Shotts 
In memory of Johnnie Lorene McConnell 
by: Martha Bumpers 
In memory of Donald Covington by: Doro-
thy Robins Light Sunday School Class, The 
Henson Family 
In memory of Glenn Huselton by: Greg & 
Pam Wren 
In memory of Hal Robbins by: Don Rob-
bins, Jerry Robbins 
In honor of Kisha Bumpers by: Linda Tyler 
In honor of Harold & Mary Henderson by: 
Martha Taylor 
In honor of Kish Jones by: Charles Pittman 

1st - 4th Grades 
9 to 11:50 a.m. July 17 - 21 

  

Come learn about Paul and his journey to 
build the church. It’s all about missions in 

this week of stories, snack making, and 
creating ways to share Christ’s love. 

 

Sign up at wowcamp.org 
 

Suggested donation: $15. Scholarships available. 
Contact Pam Lentz to apply for a scholar-
ship or to provide a scholarship for a child. 

WOW Camp: There’s Still 
Plenty of Time to Register! 

 Our WOW Camp theme this year is 
all about missions. We will be making several 
things to be given away in the community. 
Donations can be placed in the WOW Camp 
bucket outside Pam’s office, 113. 
 

Please donate any of the following items: 
 Capri Juice Bags 
 Cheese Dip & Cracker packs 
 Fruit Roll-ups 
 General Mills Box tops - children will 

cut and sort to give to Red Bird Mission. 
This is easy! You can tear the symbol off 
the box, and the children will cut them 

 

 Our WOW Camp Offering will go 
to purchase specific supplies for our neigh-
borhood partner school Ida Burns Elemen-
tary School. You can help us raise funds for 
our WOW Camp mission emphasis. Make 
donations to FUMC and note that it is for 
Ida Burns Elementary School. 

Three FUMC Students 
Named Dollars for 
Scholars Recipients 

Three First United Methodist 
Church members were named recipients of 
Dollars for Scholars scholarships by the Unit-
ed Methodist Higher Education Foundation. 

Hendrix College students Gwen 
Boone, Joe Coker, and Sam Coker received 
2017 Dollars for Scholars grants. 

For each recipient, their local 
church gives $1,000, and the United Method-
ist Higher Education Foundation matches 
that contribution. Then the United Methodist 
Foundation of Arkansas provides $1,000, and 
the student’s selected college contributes 
$1,000 for a $4,000 total award. 

UMFA awards $49,000 in grants to 
49 Arkansas students attending United Meth-
odist colleges and universities during the 
2017-2018 school year,” said UMFA Presi-
dent and CEO Jim Argue, Jr. 

ANOTHER WAY TO HELP — Please help us spoil our volunteers who spoil our children. 
We invite you to sign up to bring one or more food items on the corresponding day listed on our 

online signup form at www.conwayfumc.org (see the Quick Links tab). If the food item is 
non-perishable, feel free to drop it by Room 107 in the Sanctuary building at any time. 
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FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 

 

1610 PRINCE ST., CONWAY 

WE’LL WATCH 
“MONSTERS INC.” 

www.conwayfumc.org FREE & OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR 
ANOTHER MOVIE NIGHT 

7:30 P.M. FRIDAY, JULY 28 

DINNER & 
MOVIE NIGHT! 

JUNE 2, 2017 



FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH        (USPS 625-840) 
1610 PRINCE ST.         
CONWAY, ARKANSAS 72034        
501-329-3801        
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Senior Pastor — Michael Roberts 
Associate Pastor — Lauren DeLano 
Dir., Music/Worship Ministries —  Janet Gingerich 
Director, Children’s Ministries — Pam Lentz 
Director, Lay Ministries — Kisha Bumpers 
Director, Youth Ministries — Zach Schrick 
Director, MidYouth Ministries — Rod Hocott 
Assoc. Dir., Music (Children) — Linda Ball 

Praise Band Director — Nick Garrison 
Organist — Betty Cohen 
Administrative Assistant — Danielle Adkisson 
Business Assistant — Margaret Taverner 
Supervisor, Hospitality Ministries — Ed Spears 
Financial Assistant — Laura Bounds 
Communications Assistant — Colleen Holt 
 

Contact staff by email at: 
first initial of first name plus last name 

@conwayfumc.org 
 

Example: mroberts@conwayfumc.org 
 
 

Our Core Purpose: 
To cultivate faithful and fruitful disciples 

of Jesus Christ. 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH STAFF DIRECTORY 

MidYouth/Feeding Ministries 
Summer Intern Introduced  
 Please help us 
welcome KeyShawn 
(aka Key) Henson as he 
serves with our staff this 
summer at Conway First 
United Methodist 
Church. 
 KeyShawn will 
be helping Rod with 
MidYouth ministries 
including HangTime on 
Wednesdays and Sunday 
School. He will also be 
helping with our feeding 
ministries, including 
summer feeding, food 
pantry and cooking mat-
ters. You will even see 
KeyShawn helping out 

with WOW Camp and 
various other ministries 
throughout the summer. 
 Say hello and 
introduce yourself when 
you see KeyShawn 
around the church cam-
pus! 

 “I’m Key-
Shawn Henson. I am 20 
years old and from Dal-
las, Texas. I’m currently 
a Junior at Hendrix Col-
lege and am majoring in 
Philosophy and Reli-
gious Studies with a 
minor in Business. I play 
football for Hendrix and 
also enjoy running disci-
pleship groups on my 
campus. I love to kayak, 
fish and play sports and 
sleep on my free time. 
I’m excited to be intern-
ing for the church and 
look forward to a great 
summer!” 

KeyShawn Henson 

Trip participant Emily Autry, daughter of Rev. 
DeeDee Autry, a former associate pastor at Conway 
FUMC, writes that “the trip brought together four of the 
best examples of leaders in ministry in the United Meth-
odist Church Conference, including 20 of some of the 
best young adult participants of the United Methodist 
Church Conference. 

“It was what could be said to be an ‘A-1’ group. 
In the adult leaders group we had an elder, deacon, and 
two local pastors. Among the young adults we had college 
students from the University of Arkansas, Arkansas State, 
University of Central Arkansas, U of A Fort Smith, Uni-
versity of the Ozarks, Henderson State, and Hendrix. 
Each of these students were in the midst of discerning a 
call to ministry or just putting together the pieces of their 
lives in the midst of being a faithful disciple. 

“Throughout the week, the discussions that 
centered on calling and ministry further cultivated new 
callings and understandings of purpose for the young 
adults. … We had a calling to not only change the statistic 
of 200,000 children that go hungry in Arkansas, but we as 
a group had a calling to serve the church for the rest of 
our lives as leaders ordained, licensed, or laity.” 

YOUNG ADULTS (continued from Page 1) 


