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 The Witness 
A VOICE FOR THE YOUTH OF THE WORLD 

 Join us on Wednesday, Nov. 29, for a 
Family Advent Workshop from 5 to 7 p.m. in 
the Great Hall. We will enjoy dinner together, 
and then prepare for Advent — a season where 
we await the coming of our Savior —  through 
different activities aimed at helping your family 
prepare your home for Advent. We will also be 
caring for those in our community by making 
Christmas cards for our homebound church 
members. There will be activities for families and 
individuals as we prepare for this special season.  

Advent Workshop Set Nov. 29 

Conway FUMC member Creighton Polk will be taking the 
“voice of the youth” out into the world next year when he attends 
the United Methodist Global Young People’s Convocation in South 
Africa. 

Creighton was recently elected a voting representative to 
convocation, which will be held in July 2018. He is the only one 
elected from the Arkansas Conference, and one of 10 representing 
our Jurisdiction. 

“I learned about the convocation from Michelle Moore, a 
former youth pastor here. She explained it as a great opportunity to 
further ourselves legislatively in the United Methodist Church. I was 
instantly intrigued and wanted to find out the process needed to 
apply for the convocation,” Creighton said. “I decided to apply 
because I realized this was a great opportunity to interact with 
Methodist youth from across the world and ensure the voice of the 
youth was heard by hundreds of thousands.” 

Creighton said he attended a weekend long meeting in 
Texas, just outside of Dallas, in order to apply. “We discussed the 
convocation and what all would be involved. Saturday night, all the 
applicants gave a short speech – two to three minutes long. Once 
we listened to them, we took a vote on the top 5 applicants that 
would be sent as voting representatives.” 

As a voting representative, Creighton’s work starts well 
before July 2018. “Between now and July 2018, I will be in contact 
with youth from Northern Texas, Oklahoma, New Mexico, and a 
few other states in discussion about the convocation and the mind-
set we want to have going in about the differing topics,” he said. 

A son of Chris and Melissa Polk, Creighton stays busy 
with church and school activities. He was also the lay speaker this 
year in the Sanctuary worship services on Laity Sunday held Oct. 15. 
“Other than the convocation, I am an executive member on the 
District Council on Youth Ministries, the vice president of the Ar-
kansas Conference Council on Youth Ministries, and I am heavily 
involved in my FFA chapter on a local and state level.” Creighton’s 

grandparents are Retired Elder Rev. Larry and Marilyn Williams. He 
has two brothers – Hayes and Mathis. 

“I still feel very humbled and honored to have been select-
ed for this position and this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity. I would 
like to personally thank each member of this church for the con-
stant years of encouragement in my faith journey.” Creighton was a 
member of the 2013 Confirmation Class. 

 
The Arkansas Conference is covering much of the cost of Creighton’s trip. 

If you would like to make a donation to help defray his expenses, 
please send a donation to the church office. 

Creighton Polk with Pastors Lauren DeLano and Michael Roberts on Laity 
Sunday, where Creighton was the featured speaker. 

 For centuries, Christians 
have anticipated Christmas Day 
with a month-long observance 
called Advent. 
 Advent comes from the 
Latin word, adventus, and means 
“coming.” The main event is the 
coming, or birth, of Jesus our Sav-
ior. As the saints of old anticipated 
the coming of Christ with great 
expectation, we, too, eagerly await 

His return. 
 The four weeks of Advent, beginning this year on Sunday, Dec. 
3, represent the four great “comings” of Christ. 
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History and Architecture Tours Set in November 

 If you would like to learn about the 
history of Conway First United Methodist 
Church -- from the time we worshiped in train 
box cars all the way to our present day -- we will 
be offering historic and architectural tours of 
our church in November! 
 Join Emily Walter as she takes you 
through the history of the church from 1871 
through present day and hear stories about past 
congregation members, pastors and a detailed 
tour of the architecture of our historic 102-year-

old Sanctuary. Tours will be offered during the 
Sunday School hour on Nov. 5 and 12, starting 
at 10:05 in the Sanctuary. 
 These tours are great for everyone, 
whether you are new to the congregation or 
have been a long time member. Sunday school 
classes are welcome as well! 
 Please email Emily Walter with any 
questions at emilywalterrealtor@gmail.com or 
call her at 501-269-8688.   

Chancel Choir 
to Perform in 
‘Under the Dome’ 
Recital on Nov. 5 
 On Sunday after-
noon, Nov. 5, our Chancel 
Choir will be joined by soloists 
and a chamber string ensemble 
from the University of Central 
Arkansas to perform Franz 
Schubert’s Mass No. 2 in G. 
 The mass will be 
conducted by Nelio Zamo-
rano, a conducting student 
from UCA and assistant of 
Izzy Getzov, conductor of the 
Conway Symphony Orchestra. 
The concert will also feature 
several of the choir’s “favorite 
anthems,” conducted by direc-
tor Janet Gingerich.   
 The Schubert mass 
has only six short movements, 
following the main sections of 
traditional liturgy:  
Kyrie (“Lord, have mercy”); 
Gloria (“Glory to God in the 
highest”); Credo (“I believe in 
God” - the text of the Nicene 
Creed); Sanctus (“Holy, Holy, 
Holy”); Benedictus (“Blessed 
is he who comes in the name 
of the Lord”); Agnus Dei 
“(Lamb of God”).    
 The mass will last 
about 25 minutes; the com-
plete program will be under an 
hour. 
 We invite you to join 
us at 3 p.m. in the sanctuary 
for a pleasant afternoon of 
music for prayer and reflection 
on this All Saints’ afternoon.  

Pancake Breakfast 
Planned Nov. 5 
          The Faith in Action 
Sunday School Class will hold 
a pancake breakfast from 8:15 
to 11 a.m. Sunday, Nov. 5, in 
the Fellowship Hall. 
          Donations will be used 
to help feed local families in 
need at Christmas. Please 
make plans to join us! 
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BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS 
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Our Core Purpose: 
To cultivate faithful and fruitful disciples 

of Jesus Christ. 
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IN MEMORY 
AND IN HONOR 

In memory of Fay Pew by: Roger & 
Linda Mills 
In memory of Louise Ligon by: Roger 
& Linda Mills 
In memory of Larry Wimberly by: 
Cherry & Jerry White 
In memory of Anne Crofoot Queen 
by: Bonnie Bumpers 
In memory of Henry Cooper by: Cecil-
le Boyd, Terri, Kinley & Parker Shotts 
In memory of Sherry Stone by: Roger 
& Linda Mills 
In memory of Carolyn Lewis by: Rog-
er & Linda Mills 
 

In honor of Kish Jones by: Charles 
Pittman 

Thanksgiving 
Foods Needed  
  The Church and 
Society Committee is asking 
your help in providing special 
Thanksgiving foods along 
with our regular food pantry 
items. 
 The following dona-
tions would be helpful: 
Canned pumpkin 
Canned cream of mushroom 
Eagle Brand milk  
French fried onion rings 
Stuffing mix 
Canned sweet potatoes 
Chicken broth 
Canned green beans 
Canned cranberries or sauce 
 Donated items 
should be placed in the large 
plastic tubs placed around 
the church through Nov. 10. 

Christmas Greenery from 
the Music Department 
 Sanctuary musicians 
are currently offering fresh 
Christmas greenery for order, 
proceeds of which contribute 
to projects which fall outside 
the annual music budget. 
 Please see a member 
of any adult choir/handbell 
choir to place an order, or visit 
the table in either the hospitali-
ty area or the Trinity lobby the next two Sundays. Sales 
end on Sunday, Nov. 5; orders will be received and avail-
able for pick-up at the church the week after Thanksgiv-
ing. 
 Items for sale include wreaths, garland, center-
pieces and other decorator items. Of special interest is 
the “mail order” option, which offers the opportunity to 
send a “direct delivery, no-stress” gift to family and 
friends out of town. Orders may also be placed online at 
sffsalestrack.com/conwayfumc. 


