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 The Witness 
More than 100 books 

have been given away in the first 
three weeks of distribution at the 
new Conway FUMC Food Pantry 
Bookshelf. 

A ministry supported 
through the church’s Church and 
Society Committee, the Bookshelf 
project has had close to 500 books 
donated for ages birth through 18. 

Through her volunteerism 
in one of FUMC’s feeding ministries, 
Sarah Coker was inspired to design a 
ministry that feeds something other 
than the stomach – this one feeds 
the mind. Thus, the start of the Food 
Pantry Bookshelf. 

“The Food Pantry Book-
shelf is going very well so far. It’s set 
up at the end of the food distribution 
line, so, as people are leaving, they 
are asked, ‘Do you have any children 
at home? We have some free books 
here. Please pick one out for each 
child!’,” Sarah said. “Many have 
taken advantage of what we have to 
offer. Sometimes older neighbors 
will choose books for their grand-
children, too.” 

As a regular volunteer 
with the Summer Feeding Program, 
Sarah saw a need for getting books 

into the hands of Conway’s young-
sters who live in print-poor environ-
ments. 

“Those who are facing 
difficulty providing food for their 
families are probably not spending 
money on books, and lack of trans-
portation to the library may be a 
barrier, as well. Research (and com-
mon sense) tells us that exposure to 
books at home increases a child’s 
ability to read, to learn, and to have 
success in school,” she said. 

“I had some extra books 
of my own, and it just seemed natu-
ral to pass the books out with the 
lunches. Getting books into the 
hands of those who are most likely 
to come from print-poor environ-
ments was my goal. Our Food Pan-
try was another established avenue 
for distribution; all we needed was a 
lot of books. Having a wide selection 
of books and providing opportuni-

FEEDING THE MIND AND THE SOUL 

See BOOKSHELF on Page 8 

Join us for the annual Blessing of the Animals service at 
4 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 1. 

This short service will be held in the church parking lot 
and will be rather informal. The childrens’ choirs and bell groups 
will share a few songs and lead some short scripture readings. 
 Of course, your family pets are welcome to attend - 
assuming they are on a leash, in a cage or carrier, and well-
managed. Each pet will be blessed as a special creation of God. 
Even if you don’t have a pet, you are welcome to attend and enjoy. 
 If your pet can’t stand the stress of a crowd or just can’t 
make it to the blessing, you are invited to bring a photo of him or 
her to be blessed. Children are invited to bring their favorite stuffed 
animal for a blessing.   
 Everyone is invited. Please invite your friends from the 
community – and their pets – to join us! 

Blessing of the Animals Set Oct. 1 

Newest Ministry 
Offers Books to 

Food Pantry Patrons 

(Above) A family visiting the 
Conway FUMC Food Pantry 

takes some time to enjoy a couple 
of books from the new Food 

Pantry Bookshelf. 
(Photo courtesy of Sarah Coker) 

Renewal Ranch Sunday 
To Be Held on Oct. 8 

 On Sunday, Oct. 8, the men from 
Renewal Ranch will lead our worship services, 
where they will present testi-
monies and teach us more 
about what God is doing in 
this ministry. Renewal Ranch 
is a ministry where men find 
freedom from the chains of 
addiction, forgiveness from 
their past, and hope for their future, all through 
developing a relationship with Jesus Christ. 
Make plans to be here for this unique and in-
spiring worship experience. 
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IN MEMORY 
AND HONOR 

In memory of Alice Mid-
dlekauff by: Ed & Pat Mat-
thews, Mauzel Beal, 
Danford & Marilynn Sin-
dahl, J.C. Price, Cliff & 
Maribeth Garrison 

In memory of Jason Baker 
by: Edna Earle Pence 

In memory of Louise Li-
gon by: Waddy & Gay 
Moore, Malcolm & Tesa 
Turner, Edna Earle Pence 

In memory of Anne 
Queen by: Cliff & Mari-
beth Garrison 

In honor of Kish Jones by: 
Charles Pittman 

Primetimers Group 
Plans Trip to Theater 
 The Primetimers group is going 
to the theater! Join us on Wednesday, 
Nov. 8, to go to Murry’s Dinner Play-
house in Little Rock to see Sherlock 
Holmes in “Baskerville.” We’ll leave at 
10:45 a.m. for food and then the show 
starts at 12:45 p.m. It is $33 per person. 
Please contact Danielle Adkisson 
(dadkisson@conwayfumc.org) in the 
church office to sign up for a fun day! 
 

New 'Phone Home' 
Ministry is Starting 
 

From Polly Bakker and Brenda Collier, Chair-
men Congregational Care FUMC: 
 The Congregational Care Com-
mittee is starting a new ministry called 
Phone Home. 
 You will be matched with a shut-
in or an elderly member who would enjoy 
a weekly contact by phone. Submit your 
name and e-mail address to Polly Bakker 
and you will be assigned a member to call. 
If you know of such an individual and 
want to be their weekly contact, please 
share their name and they will be assigned 
to you. 
 We are open to suggestions and 
welcome your comments. 

 Thank you from all of us here at 
C1Youth for your support this year and your 
investment in the youth ministry. Because of 
you, we sent 37 youth and adults to Junior 
High Refuge, 35 youth and adults to Veritas, 
57 youth and adults to ReConnect, 56 youth 
and adults on mission trips, and 40 youth 
and adults to Assembly. Numerous stories 
were created from each of these trips and 
these are the faces of the youth that will 
change the world with those stories! 
 We are halfway through our current 
investment campaign for 2018, and we are 
well on our way to our goal of 285 full in-
vestments of $193.20. So after two weeks of 
the campaign, we currently have 133 full 
investments committed!!!! 

 We hope that you will prayerfully 
consider continuing to support us with a new 
1610 investment for the upcoming year. We 
cherish your prayers and support for us all.  
 If you haven’t made your invest-
ment yet there is still time to do so. Pay-
ments start Oct. 15. Look for us in the Trini-
ty Lobby and Hospitality Area corridor to 
find the paperwork and information you may 
need to invest in the stories being created 
with each investment given.  
 For more information, contact 
Zach Schrick, director of youth ministries, at 
zschrick@conwayfumc.org. 
 

#whatisyour1610story  

1610 Investment Plan Update 
We're On the Way to Meeting Our Goal  
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Several members of the Clara Golden Circle of the 
United Methodist Church gathered on Sept. 11 to work on 
quality sustainable feminine hygiene kits for girls and women 
in developing countries. 

The project is through Days for Girls, an internation-
al project featured in this year’s UMW Call to Prayer and Self-
Denial UMW program, whose overall theme is Maternal and 
Child Health. Every girl in the world deserves an education, 

safety, and dignity. Days for Girls 
furthers this goal by helping girls 
who would otherwise go without 
access to quality sustainable femi-
nine hygiene and awareness. 
 Locally, the Clara Gold-
en Circle has partnered with the 
Days for Girls UMW group at 
Morrilton FUMC to make 15 kits 
that contain a pretty drawstring 
bag (to carry the supplies dis-
creetly), moisture barrier shields, 
tri-fold pad liners that can be 
washed in small amounts of wa-
ter and reused, two pair of pant-
ies (because girls in these coun-

tries often don't have them), washcloths, travel-sized soap, 
and a zippered storage bag in which to soak and wash the 
pads --  as well as some picture instructions on how to use 
the kit. 

Carol Clark has done extensive work on this project 
and made the first kit that had to be approved by the national 
Days for Girls office in Washington state, and their rules are 
very strict. Carol will probably do the remainder of the sew-
ing of the kits since quality really matters -- this is not for am-
ateur seamstresses. On Sept. 11, the group helped Carol cut 
out the remaining pieces to complete 14 more kits. Carol, her mother Joan Ausburn, and Christy Sutherland are the main 

organizers of this effort. 
For more information on Days for Girls, visit the 

website at daysforgirls.org. 

FINDING A COMMON THREAD 
UMW CIRCLE MAKES HYGIENE KITS FOR GIRLS 

Photos 
By 

Jamie 
Bird 
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FALL, ADVENT 
AND CHRISTMAS! 
The staff  at Conway FUMC is happy to offer 
this publication to help with calendar schedul-

ing for the final three months of  2017 

Please make note of  the activities planned for 
people of  all ages. 

We hope to see you here! 

WOMEN’S RETREAT — OCT. 27 & 28 
 Join the women of Conway FUMC for 
a retreat Friday, Oct. 27, through Saturday, Oct. 
28. We will be gathering for an overnight retreat 
at Ferncliff Camp in Little Rock. 
 The theme for the retreat is 
“Encountering Scripture.” We will explore our 

relationship with scripture through spiritual practice and by exploring the 
Bible’s literary context. Whether you read the Bible daily or haven’t picked 
up a Bible in a while, this retreat is for you! We always have more to learn 
and more to discover as we read God’s word and understand the ways 
engaging with scripture can strengthen our faith. It will be a time of fellow-
ship as we gather in conversation and fun with other women at FUMC. 
 The cost is $15. To register or if you have questions, contact 
Pastor Lauren at ldelano@conwayfumc.org.   CHRISTMAS COFFEEHOUSE 

SUNDAY, NOV. 12 
 The Conway FUMC Missions Committee is invit-
ing everyone to the annual Christmas Coffeehouse from 3 
to 5 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 12, in the Trinity Building. 
 Mark your calendars to attend this missions event 
that will set off the holidays. There will be mission ven-
dors, refreshments, different music groups (including chil-
dren’s hand bells), a children’s mission activity corner, and 
a silent auction. To enjoy the full music program, please 
come join us at 3 p.m. 

 
The Missions Com-
mittee would greatly 
appreciate donations 
for the Silent Auc-
tion. Look for sign-

up sheets in the Sun-
day School class-

rooms and outside of 
Kisha’s office in the 
Sanctuary building. 

FALL FESTIVAL — SUNDAY, OCT. 29 
 Gather the family and join Conway First United Methodist 
Church on Sunday, Oct. 29, for our annual Fall Festival!  

 From 4 to 6 p.m., the church 
campus will be full of fun activities, in-
cluding bounce houses, games for chil-
dren of all ages, and craft areas. There 
will also be lots of carnival-type food and 
treats for the entire family to enjoy. 
 This is an important event for 
FUMC because we’ll have some special 
visitors to our campus — our neighbors! 
If you would like to help us deliver per-
sonal invitations to those living in the 
area surrounding the church, please con-
tact Pastor Lauren DeLano at ldela-
no@conwayfumc.org. There will be addi-

tional opportunities for the entire church family to help host the Fall Fes-
tival -- by providing candy or a “trunk” for Trunk or Treat; running a car-
nival game; and serving as a greeter to help our guests find their way 
around the campus.  
 And remember — the Fall Festival is TOTALLY FREE and 
open to the public. 
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October 2017 
 

October 1 
World Communion Sunday 
 
Red Cross Blood Drive 
 8 a.m. to 1 p.m., Fellowship Hall 
 
Blessing of  the Animals 
 4 p.m., Church Parking Lot 
 
October 8 
Renewal Ranch Sunday 
 Residents of  Renewal Ranch will 
 lead worship in all three services 
 
Under the Dome Recital 
 3 p.m., Sanctuary. Free! Open to all! 
 

October 15 
Laity Sunday 
 
United Methodist Women Unit Meeting 
 2 p.m., Fellowship Hall 
 
October 17 
Church Council meeting 
 6 p.m., Fellowship Hall 
 
October 27-28 
Women’s Retreat 
 Ferncliff  Camp in Little Rock 
 
October 29 
Fifth Sunday Presentation 
 10 a.m., Fellowship Hall 
 
Fall Festival 
 4 to 6 p.m., Parking Lot 

OCTOBER & 
NOVEMBER 

November 2017 
 

November 3 
World Community Day 
 8 a.m., Lobby, Chapel 
 
November 5 
All Saints Sunday 
 
Daylight-saving Time Ends 
 
Under the Dome Recital 
 3 p.m., Sanctuary. Free! 
 Featuring FUMC Choirs and orchestra 
 

November 12 
Christmas Coffeehouse 
 3 to 5 p.m., Great Hall 
 
November 15 
Thanksgiving meal at The Well 
 5:15 p.m., Fellowship Hall 
 
November 26 
Christ the King Sunday 
 
November 29 
Advent Family Workshop 
 5 to 7 p.m., Great Hall 
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DECEMBER 
December 2017 

 

December 3 
First Week of  Advent 

 
December 10 

Second Week of  Advent 
 

Lessons and Carols 
 8:45 and 11 a.m. worship services 
 
December 15 
Christmas Movie Night 
 6:30 p.m., Great Hall 
 
December 17 

Third Week of  Advent 
 
December 24 

Fourth Week of  Advent 

Christmas Eve Worship 
8:45 a.m., Sanctuary 
Focus will be on the 

Fourth Week of  Advent 
 

11 a.m. and 7 p.m., Sanctuary 
4 p.m., Great Hall 

We’ll Celebrate Christmas Eve! 
 

11:30 p.m., Downtown Christmas Tree 
 
Christmas Day 

Worship 
 

10 a.m., Sanctuary 
 

Come as you are and  
enjoy time with your 

church family! 
 

 For centuries, Christians have anticipated Christ-
mas Day with a month-long observance called Advent. 
 Advent comes from the Latin word, adventus, and 
means “coming.” The main event is the coming, or birth, 
of Jesus our Savior. As the saints of old anticipated the 
coming of Christ with great expectation, we, too, eagerly 
await His return. 
 The four weeks of Advent, beginning this year on 
Sunday, Dec. 3, represent the four great “comings” of 
Christ. 
 To learn more about Advent, join us from 5 to 7 
p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 29, in the Great Hall for an Ad-
vent Family Workshop. Come for food and more infor-
mation on how to have a meaningful Advent season. WHAT IS ADVENT? 
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ONE SERVICE DAY 2017 
The following churches, schools and 

non-profit groups received some of the 
rice meals packaged at Conway FUMC: 
 
Salem United Methodist 
Grace United Methodist 
Vilonia United Methodist 
Wesley United Methodist 
Conway Junior High School 
Greenbrier Middle School 
His Place, His Way Outreach 
Antioch Baptist Church 
First Baptist Church of Mayflower 
University of Central Arkansas Food Pantry 
Central Baptist Church  
Women's Shelter of Central Arkansas 
St. Peter's Episcopal Church 
Renewal Ranch  
Community Action Program for Central 
Arkansas (CAPCA) 
Faulkner County Senior Citizens Program 

THE STATS 
 

Meals packaged 
for Pack Shack -- 

42,655 
Total of those in 

service during the 
meal packing -- 

about 300 
Number of sand-

wiches/meals 
served for lunch -- 

Nearly 280 

Photos 
By 

Danielle 
Adkisson 
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ties for choice are key to successful independent 
reading. Not surprisingly, our congregation came 
through when asked!” 

It’s not too late to donate new or gently 
used books to this great cause. All books for 
children ages 0 - 18 are welcome, with a special 
need for “the extremes”: older teenagers and 
toddlers. “Junior high and high school titles 
would be appreciated, as well as any books that 
can be drooled on. Some donations are still trick-
ling in, and several people have told me to let 
them know when we’re running low,” Sarah said. 

“A rolling book cart was purchased 
with food pantry funds, so the shelf can be 
stocked ahead of time and simply rolled out on 
Thursday afternoons. We’ve also collected $140 
in donations to purchase books. I plan on pur-
chasing some new books closer to Christmas so 
that neighbors can choose gifts for their chil-
dren.” 

Seeing the excitement for adults and 
children is a favorite part of the project, Sarah 
said. “My favorite part is allowing children who 

have accompanied their parents and grandparents 
to the food pantry to choose a book or two. The 
kids are always excited to make their choices, and 
they and their parents are very appreciative. The 
books also give them something to do while 
waiting for their turn to shop. Sometimes people 
will see a book they remember from their child-
hoods, or children will see books they know from 
school. Other times, a parent or grandparent will 
see exactly the right book. I’ve heard one say, 
‘She’ll love this! She loves anything that has to do 

with cats.’ Another said, ‘Hand me that princess 
book! That’s perfect for my 5-year-old’.” 

Plus, FUMC volunteers are now mak-
ing new connections with those coming to the 
food pantry. “Distributing the books has also 
given us a way to make connections. For instance, 
a younger couple let me know that though they 
had been married several years and had no chil-
dren of their own, they had recently been given 
custody of a nephew and niece, ages 10 and 4. 
We talked about what a change that would be for 
all of them. This is a conversation we probably 
wouldn’t have had without the books to pass out. 
They were very grateful to be able to take some-
thing extra home for their new children,” Sarah 
said. More volunteers are invited to join the distri-
bution efforts. To sign up, please contact Kisha 
Bumpers at the church or by email at  
kbumpers@conwayfumc.org. 

“I don’t know exactly who has donated 
books or money, but I hope that all those who 
have know what a blessing their gift has been to 
others. FUMC feeds the spirit, and the Food 
Pantry feeds the body. With our Food Pantry 
Bookshelf, we’re nourishing the mind, as well.” 

BOOKSHELF from Page 1 


