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Formal Wear Shopping Day Helps Local Girls 
 The basement of First United 
Methodist Church in Conway was turned 
into a boutique of sorts on Saturday, Feb. 
20, for a Formal Wear “Free Shopping 
Day”. The customers were high school girls 
who may have difficulty purchasing a prom 
dress or not be able to attend prom due to 
limited finances. 

On the day of the event, which was 
hosted by the church’s Mission Committee, 
31 young ladies came to shop, and 25 dress-
es were handed out. Also distributed were 
shoes, purses and jewelry. The formal wear 
collected was either donated to the church 
by individuals, or came from Soul Food 
Café Mission of Conway, a faith-based, non-
denominational food and clothing distribu-
tion organization. 

Dresses included sizes from XS to 
plus, in all styles, colors and lengths. There 
were more than 150 dresses from which to 
choose. In addition, there were five long 
tables of dress shoes in all sizes, fancy purs-
es, and lovely jewelry to use as accessories. 
The formal wear not chosen has been stored 
away for a future free shopping day, and 
some will be returned to Soul Food Café for 
their distribution. 

Those invited to shop were from 
Conway High School and HAVEN (Help 
for Abuse Victims in Emergency Need). 

They were selected through the assistance of 
the school’s Counseling Center. Debbie 
Bartrow, a coordinator of the event, said 
teachers and counselors made recommenda-
tions for recipients, and the girls received a 
personal invitation to the event. Forty-three 
girls signed up to attend. 

Although the shopping day was 
scheduled to begin at 10 a.m., several girls 

were already shopping at 9:30. Assisting with 
the event were seven volunteers from Hen-
drix College’s Volunteer Action Committee 
(VAC). The Hendrix girls helped the cus-
tomers comb the racks for dress possibili-
ties, escorted them to a fitting room and 
assisted them for the remainder of their 

See FORMAL WEAR on Page 4 

Meredith Pearson, whose mother April was helping at the shopping day, shows her favorite dress. 

 On Maundy Thursday, the Conway 
FUMC church family and our community neigh-
bors who attend the Amazing Grace Cafe are 
invited to join together for a community meal. 
 The Amazing Grace Café – a free meal 
open to anyone who needs something to eat -- is 
normally held at 5:30 p.m. on the second and 
fourth Thursdays of each month in the Fellow-
ship Hall. The March 24 meal coincides this year 
with Maundy Thursday. So, to combine the two 
activities, we will offer a free meal at 5:30 p.m. in 
the Fellowship Hall, followed by Maundy Thurs-
day worship at 6:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary. 

No reservations are required – just 
come and have a great meal, fellowship with your 
church friends, and hopefully meet some new 
friends from the Conway community. 

Free Community Wide Meal 
Planned Maundy Thursday 

Holy Week Events 
 Holy Week starts with Palm Sunday on March 20, where we 
will discover that even the “stones rise up and sing” as Jesus enters into 
Jerusalem. Services will be at 8:45 and 11 a.m. in the Sanctuary, and 9 
a.m. in the Great Hall. 
 On Maundy Thursday, March 24, we will remember the Last 
Supper using the “old” and beautiful Methodist communion liturgy 
from the 1964 hymnal. We will pray “Lord, we do not presume to 
come to thy table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, 

but in thy manifold and great mercies…” The service will be in the Sanctuary at 6:30 p.m. 
 On Good Friday, March 25, we will recount the last word of Jesus using scrip-
tures, pictures, candles, and a variety of music expressions, including some blues. This ser-
vice will be in the Great Hall, starting at 6:30 p.m. 
 On Saturday, March 26, an Easter Egg hunt will be held for the children. The loca-
tion will be announced soon. 
 On Easter Sunday we will gather to Rejoice, pulling out all the stops. In the Good 
News Celebration, the curtain will be opened once again, the band will be back to its full 
electric sound, and praises will ring. In the Sanctuary, we will start the service with the tradi-
tional “Christ the Lord is Risen Today” processional and conclude a service inviting every-
one to sing the Hallelujah Chorus. 
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Organ Console is Gift 
to FUMC Congregation 

 Thanks to a generous bequest from the estate of Sarah Frances Coff-
man, long-time FUMC member who died in 2011, a new organ console has 
been installed. 
 The former console dated back to 1962 and was requiring regular 
and expensive maintenance. The old console served well and faithfully, but 
has simply worn out. Over the past few years various parts of the old console 
required repair, replacement, or – on occasion – just doing without a particular 
function. 
 The new console is slightly smaller, modernized, and more easily 
maintained. Like the old console, it was stained to blend with the wood in the 
sanctuary. The console features classically styled ‘draw knobs’, replacing the 
rocker tabs found on the old console. 
 In addition to the console, two new ranks of reed pipes (or two new 
organ sounds) are being added. They will greatly enhance congregational sing-
ing as well as support choir accompaniment. These reeds will mimic the 
sounds of an oboe and a trumpet.  
 A team from Nichols/Simpson Organ Builders installed the organ 
last week, and are now completing the wiring and tuning. The old console was 
disassembled and removed. Its parts are being re-purposed and will be re-used 
in other organs. For instance, the keyboards of the old console will be placed 
in different organs, one slated for use in a residence. The oak paneling of the 
old console will find new life in another use. About the only things that won't 
be re-used in some fashion are the electronic boards – and truly, there is little 
demand for 50-year-old electronic boards. 
 An exciting and nerve-racking moment was watching the new con-
sole being hoisted up in the air, over the choir railing, and carefully, gently 
positioned into the “hole”. It was balanced on two arms of the hoist 12 feet 
above the altar. From there, it was “rocked” over the rail, and gently placed on 
the floor of the choir loft. It was truly breathtaking. 

(Right) Draw knobs on console. 
 
(Below) Footboard and oak 
paneling from old console. 
 
(Middle bottom) New footboard. 

New Organ Console 



In memory of Larry Motley, Sr. 
by: Loyce Duke, Terri Boyd Shotts, 
Cecille Boyd, Stuart & Colleen 
Holt, Joyce Miller 

In memory of Albert Sneed by: 
Bob & Barbara Henry, Wanda 
Meador, Sam & Carole Teague, 
Terri Boyd Shotts, Cecille Boyd, 
Rick Willbanks 

In memory of Lee Olsen by: 
Christopher & Kathy Cooper, Greg 
& Pam Wren, Sam & Carole 
Teague, Stuart & Colleen Holt 

In memory of David Spatz by: 
Christopher & Kathy Cooper, Terri 
Boyd Shotts, Cecille Boyd 

In memory of Conley Harold 
Roller by: Ann Davis 

In memory of Hank Allen by: 
Fred & Valera Tate 

In memory of Charles Foreman 
by: Bob & Barbara Henry 

In memory of William “Dub” 
Ingram by: Bob & Barbara Henry, 
Ann Davis 

In memory of John Bailey by: 
Cliff & Maribeth Garrison, Helen 
Stanton, Joyce Miller 

In memory of Marilyn Poole by: 
Skeet & Mary Jane Morse, Ann 
Davis, Greg & Pam Wren, Milton 
& Claudia Davis, Rex & Martha 
Ross, Michael & Kathryn Waters, 
Paul & Katherine Butt, Betty (Ben) 
Vaughan, Carol Scott Newell, Mari-
lyn M. Scott, Wayne & Janet Greg-
ory, Rick Willbanks, Waddy & Gay 
Moore, Margaret Taverner, Joyce 
Miller 

In memory of Betty Courtway by: 
Matthew & Heidi Crane, Sue Jones, 
Ann Davis, Bill & Cecilia Patter-
son, Rex & Martha Ross, Robert & 
Jackie Robinette, Skeet & Mary 
Jane Morse, Bob & Barbara Henry, 
Dennis & Wanda Fulmer, Jerry & 
Cherry White, Milton & Claudia 
Davis, Jim & Pamela Osment, Cliff 
& Maribeth Garrison, Greg & Pam 
Wren, Bill & Denise Bethea, Chris-
topher & Kathy Cooper, Jeff & 

Melissa Predmore, Derwin & 
Blanche Ball, Bob & Armilda 
McCormack, Stuart & Colleen 
Holt, Michael & Kathryn Waters, 
Fred & Valera Tate, James & Car-
olyn Bruce, Stan & Marilyn Ott, Ed 
& Sharon Dunaway, Louise Ligon, 
Cecil & Nelda McDermott, Phil & 
Gwen Hathcock, Connie Trent, 
Bill Tsutsui, Marjorie Swann, The 
Hendrix College Community, 
Katherine Satterfield, Norbert & 
Carol Schedler, Rick Willbanks, Bill 
& Julie Wiedower, Gary Joe & Car-
olyn Lewis, Raymond & Doretta 
Bright, Tom Courtway, Helen Stan-
ton, Waddy & Gay Moore, Fred & 
Helen Harrison, Roger & Linda 
Mills, Bud & Sue Hines, James & 
Margaret Kelly, Margaret Taverner, 
Jo Lynn Warbritton, Rebecca 
Sneed Nix, Laura Sneed Casmus, 
Jack Engelkes, Joyce Miller 

In memory of Billy Russell by: 
Cecille Boyd, Sam & Carole Teague 

In memory of Billy & Ruby Rus-
sell by: Bud & Sue Hines 

In memory of Byrd Evelyn Shock 
by: Terri Boyd Shotts, Cecille 
Boyd, Stuart & Colleen Holt, Rick 
Willbanks 

In memory of Robin Hierony-
mous by: Terri Boyd Shotts, Cecil-
le Boyd 

In memory of Lou Ann Pew by: 
Terri Boyd Shotts, Cecille Boyd 

In memory of Virginia Rook by: 
Terri Boyd Shotts, Cecille Boyd 

In memory of David Boyd by: 
Terri Boyd Shotts, Cecille Boyd 

In memory of Jim Caudle by: J.H. 
& Jan Daniels 
 
 
In honor of Polly Bumpers by: 
Bob & Barbara Henry 

In honor of Kish Jones by: 
Charles Pittman 

In honor of Veta M. Harper by: 
Michael & Kathryn Waters 

In honor of Karen Griebling by: 
Betty Cohen 

Memorials & Honorariums 
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shopping experience. Six shop-
pers were able to try on dresses 
at one time. 

“We think it was a big 
success for our first time,” Debbie 
said. “We had no problems. All the 
girls and parents that came were 
very appreciative.” 

A particularly touching 
story that came from the event was 
a “pay it forward” moment. Deb-
bie said a mom and daughter came 
to shop for a dress, and were excit-
ed to find the perfect outfit for the 
daughter – a long, purple dress. 
The mom said that they had a for-
mal dress at home that her other 
daughter had worn last year, and 
asked if they could donate that 
dress. 

“I told her, ‘of course’,” 
Debbie said. The mom and daugh-
ter went home, got the dress (a 

short, purple ensemble), and came 
right back with it. “That dress was 
gone within an hour, so it’s neat 
that someone else found a dress. 
She and her mother were so 
touched by the program, they 

wanted to assist as well.” 
The Mission Committee 

also offered refreshments (coffee, 
lemonade and cookies) for the 
shoppers. A sandwich bar with 
chips and pickles was provided for 

the Hendrix volunteers and FUMC 
volunteers. 

The committee would 
like to thank everyone who donat-
ed formal wear; Soul Food Café; 
and Quality and Model cleaners, 
who donated free formal dress 
cleaning. Each girl who chose a 
dress was given a certificate to have 
her gown professionally cleaned.  

FORMAL WEAR from Page 1 

Hendrix student volunteers show off their favorite dresses. 


