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 The Witness 
Before we know it, the 

liturgical season of Lent will 
arrive, and with it a plethora of 
religious practices to help us 
prepare for the celebration of 
Easter. Among these practices 
are feasting, fasting, joy, wor-
ship, contemplation, prayer and 
hope. 

Lent is a period of 40 
days, not counting Sundays, 
which begins on Ash Wednes-
day and ends on Holy Satur-
day. Lent comes from the An-
glo-Saxon word “lencten,” 
which means “spring.” In 
2018, Lent runs from Wednes-
day, Feb. 14, through Saturday, 
March 31. Easter Day is Sun-
day, April 1. 

For Lent, our worship 
services will be centered 
around the theme of 
“Covenant: The Heart of the 
Matter.” We will learn more 
about God’s promises to us 
through the covenants God 
makes with a variety of Biblical 
figures. In this series, we will 
also learn more about the Wes-
leyan Covenant Prayer. 

Ash Wednesday 
(Feb. 14) 

 On Feb. 14, we will 
hold our annual Ash Wednes-
day Service at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Sanctuary. 
 With the mark of the 
ashes, we are reminded that we 
are mortal and that our hope is 
found in the grace of God 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
You may note that this is also 
Valentine’s Day. We will 
acknowledge that as well. For a 
hint, chocolate will be in-
volved. 
 You may also join us 
for “Ashes on the Go.” Several 
United Methodist Pastors will 
be downtown, at Rogers Plaza, 
to help people mark the begin-
ning of Lent during the lunch 
hour. We will be there from 
11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
 Ash Wednesday marks 
the beginning of Lent, a 40-day 
period where we focus on what 
God has done for us through 

See LENT on Page 4 

LENT: A TIME TO PREPARE FOR EASTER 

Shrove Tuesday (Feb. 13) 
 The Conway FUMC MidYouth ministry invites the 
whole church to join us on Tuesday evening, Feb. 13, for all-
you-can-eat pancakes, fun and some Dixieland jazz. 
 The Shrove Tuesday activities will be held from 6 
to 7:30 p.m. in the Great Hall. Shrove Tuesday is the day 
before Lent begins, where you can eat all you want before 
going into the season of fasting leading up to Easter. This is 
the end of the church season of Epiphany and is a way to 
celebrate and feast with family and friends. 
 Don’t miss this opportunity to stuff yourself before 
Lent begins on Wednesday, Feb. 14. Oh, did we mention … 
IT’S FREE! 

Shrove Tuesday 2017 

 Our Wednesday night fellowship op-
portunity — The Well — continues during 
Lent, and you’re all invited! 
 This is a great opportunity for us to 
gather and grow so that we might go into the 
world equipped for faithful and fruitful living as 
the disciples of Jesus Christ. Come be refreshed 
and renewed in the middle of your busy week.  

The night will look like this: 
5:15-6:15    Food & Fellowship 
6:15-6:25    Devotional 
6:30-7:30    Group opportunities, including: 

APOSTLES’ CREED STUDY: Join Pastor 
Lauren for a Lenten Study as we study the 
Apostles’ Creed on Wednesdays from 6:30 to 
7:30 p.m. in Room 216. We will use Adam 
Hamilton’s study Creed: What Christians Believe 
and Why to supplement our conversation. Stud-
ying the Apostles’ Creed, which offers us a set 
of statements in which we declare “I believe,” 
will allow us to think deeply about the most 
basic, yet most debated beliefs we hold as 

THE WELL CONTINUES DURING LENT 

THE 
WELL See WELL on Page 4 
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Starting Sunday, Feb. 11, 
at 4 p.m., in the Fellowship Hall, 
our pastors will lead us in a series of 
three conversations around the Way 
Forward Commission’s models for 
how we address our different per-
spectives on human sexuality.  
          On Feb. 11, we will recap 
and reflect upon the recently held 
Conference meetings to introduce 
these models. On Feb. 18, the fo-
cus will be on different interpreta-
tions of the scriptures and in our 
tradition. On Feb. 25, the focus will 
be on what all this means for our 
congregation. 
          After these meetings, there 
will be the possibility of developing 
a small group for more discussions. 

Let us all keep the 
Church, and our congregation, in 
our prayers.  

Town Hall 
Meetings on 
Way Forward 

Climate Justice 
Study Planned 

The study “Climate Justice: A 
Call to Hope and Action” will be spon-
sored by the United Methodist Women of 
Conway FUMC on Tuesday, Feb. 27, 
from 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. in the Fellow-
ship Hall. 

Janice Goldman, an instructor at 
Last summer's Mission U, will lead the 
study. Participants are asked to bring a 
sack lunch. The UMW will provide bever-
ages, dessert, and snacks. 

Please RSVP if you plan to at-
tend by contacting Carole Teague at 
(carole.teague77@gmail.com) or Jamie 
Bird (jsbird@conwaycorp.net; 501-269-
4229) so we can plan for enough materials 
and food. The study is open to the public 
– men and women alike! 

Formal Dresses 
Still Needed For 
Shopping Day 
 The Missions Committee 
continues to prepare for the Free 
Formal Wear Shopping Day to be 
held Saturday, Feb. 24, here at our 
church. 
 We are still accepting for-
mal wear and accessories, with our 
greatest need being 
dresses in the larger 
sizes. Donations 
may be left in 
Room 107 in the 
Sanctuary building. 
 We appreciate everyone’s 
continued assistance with dress 
collection. If you know of anyone 
who may have dresses to donate, 
please let them know about our 
event. 
 We have opened the 
Shopping Day event to six different 
schools and non-profit organiza-
tions this year, and are hopeful we 
will be able to assist more high 
school girls this year.  
 For more information, 
contact Kisha Bumpers at kbump-
ers@conwayfumc.org.  

          We want the church to be a safe sanctuary for all 
and encourage all to be attentive, friendly, and hospitable 
to each other and to those we don’t know. 
          To help provide a safe environment, we have re-
cently updated our alarm and camera system to include 
digital recording and portable alarm buttons for worship 
and other gatherings. These buttons will activate an imme-
diate response from the Conway Police and Fire Depart-
ments. 
          On Sunday mornings, we also have a silent security 
team. Their charge is to be attentive and available to help. 
We are fortunate to have people willing and qualified to 
serve in this role. We will soon provide additional training 
for this team and others. Our plan also includes the hiring 
of an off-duty officer to be present on Sunday mornings. 
          As a congregation we take security and safety seri-
ously as we seek to share God’s love with all.  

Addressing Church 
Security Concerns 

‘Love Grows Here’ 
Thank You to Conway FUMC! 



 It’s time once again to re-enroll for 
Kroger Rewards! By enrolling in Kroger 
Rewards, you will help the Conway FUMC 
MidYouth raise money that is needed 
throughout the year. 
 To re-enroll, all you have to do is 
go online to Kroger Community Re-
wards and click on Re-Enroll at the bottom 
of that page. Please be sure that you are re-
enrolling with MidYouth by checking the 

account number you entered. Our number 
is 81175.   
 If you are not a Kroger Rewards 
member, please consider signing up with 
Conway FUMC MidYouth as your designat-
ed non-profit. Once again, our number is 
81175. Thanks to all FUMC members and 
MidYouth families who have allowed us to 
raise thousands of dollars to help defray 
costs of many of our activities and events. 
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IN MEMORY 
AND IN HONOR 
In memory of Edwa Henson by: Ja-
mie Bird; Martha Bumpers 
In memory of Grace Josephine Holt 
by: Bud & Sue Hines; Martha Bump-
ers 
In memory of David Bruce by: Mar-
sha & Harold Rogers 
In memory of Irene Perkins by: Mar-
tha Bumpers 
In memory of Alice Middlekauff by: 
Martha Bumpers 
In memory of Susie Courtway by: 
Martha Bumpers 
In memory of H.B. Hardy by: Martha 
Bumpers 
In memory of Jerry Overton by: Mar-
tha Bumpers 
In memory of Ernie Bush by: Martha 
Bumpers 
In memory of Fay Pew by: Martha 
Bumpers 
 
In honor of Holly Haley by: Deborah 
& Charles Holmes 

Save the Date 

March 20: ‘Forté’ Handbell Quartet 
          The Forté Handbell Quartet from Colorado 
Springs, Colo., will be presenting a concert at First United 
Methodist Church at 7 p.m. Tuesday, March 20, as part of their 
Spring tour! 
          Forté is a Christian group, but they perform a wide varie-
ty of styles, including but not limited to Celtic, techno, pop-
country, classical, contemporary Christian, and new age. Forté's 
tagline and motto is "Rethink Possible", so even if you're famil-
iar with handbells, chances are good that you'll see something 
new and different from the instrument! 
          The concert will be approximately 1.5 hours, including an 
intermission. There is no charge for the concert, but a love of-
fering will be taken. 
          If you’d like a sneak preview of what you might see and 
hear, check out some of their videos on Facebook - they are 
everywhere! We think you’ll agree, you won’t want to miss! 

It’s Time to Re-Enroll in Kroger Rewards 

Women’s Bible Study to 
Begin Wednesday, Feb. 21 
 A six-week women’s Bible study will begin 
on Wednesday, Feb. 21. We will gather during Lent from 10 to 
11:15 a.m. in the Courtyard Basement in the Sanctuary build-
ing. 
 We will be studying Adam Hamilton’s book Creed: 
What Christians Believe and Why. This study will focus on the 
Apostles’ Creed, which we say in worship on Sunday mornings 
in all three services. 
 If you would like to participate, please let Pastor Lau-
ren know via email or a phone call (ldelano@conwayfumc.org 
or 501-329-3801). Once you have signed up via email or 
phone, you can pick up a book in the Staff Workroom. 
 If you are in need of childcare, please let Pastor Lau-
ren know that, as well.   
 

The Power of Prayer 
 Keep the people in our congregation and those con-
nected to it on your heart and in your prayers. Once a week we 
send out an e-mail that lists names of people connected to 
FUMC that could use extra thoughts and prayers throughout 
the week. Please contact Kisha Bumpers at the church at 
kbumpers@conwayfumc.org or 329-3801, if you would like to 
be added to this weekly e-mail list. 
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Our Core Purpose: 
To cultivate faithful and fruitful disciples 

of Jesus Christ. 
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LENT from Page 1 

Christ’s death and prepare for 
the good news of life through 
Christ’s resurrection. Through 
this season, we share in Christ’s 
sacrifice and rejoice in the life 
that comes through Christ. May 
we share a holy Lent together. 

Ash Wednesday is in-
tended to be a time for us to 
confess our sin before God with-
in the community of faith. The 
use of ashes has a long history in 
Jewish and Christian worship. 

The Imposition of Ash-
es is a powerful nonverbal way 
of participating in the call to re-
pent. It is traditional to save the 
palm branches used in the previ-
ous years’ Palm Sunday and burn 
them ahead of time to use for 
the ashes for the Ash Wednesday 
service.  

Christians. This is an important opportunity, as we find our-
selves, during Lent, in a time of reflection as we seek to grow 
closer to God through penitence, fasting, and study. 
 
CHRISMON MAKING: Help us make new Chrismon 
ornaments for the Sanctuary and GNC Christmas trees. All 
levels of craftiness welcome! 
 
KNITTING: All levels of knitters – including beginners – 
are welcome to join this group.  They will gather each week 
in fellowship to knit together, learn from each other and help 
teach each other. Leaders: Joan Ausburn and Lorlie March.  
 
PRAYING THROUGH LENT: Is it a struggle for you to 
just sit and pray? Praying out loud isn’t your thing? Come 
explore different ways to experience prayer during this Len-
ten season. We will walk the labyrinth, paint our prayers and 
try out a variety of other experiential prayer methods. Hope 
you will join us!  
 
To sign up for a class or get more information contact 

Kisha Bumpers, kbumpers@conwayfumc.org 
or call the church office, 329-3801.   

WELL from Page 1 Applications Being 
Accepted for ECC 
Director Job 

Mary Spears 
Polk, Program/
License Director at 
the Early Childhood 
Center, will be leaving 
the ECC Preschool to 
serve as the Faulkner 
County Library’s Story Time Pro-
grammer. 

We are sad to see her go, 
but we are happy for her and excit-
ed to see the work she will be bring 
about for the betterment of the 
community. 
 We have begun the pro-
cess of hiring a new director. Inter-
ested applicants should call or email 
Pam Lentz at 501-329-3801 or 
plentz@conwayfuymc.org.  


