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Yes, we were recently named 
“Best Place to Worship” in 
Faulkner County by the Log 

Cabin Democrat. It was a 
popular vote, and people could 
vote more than once, but it still 
says something about what is 

happening here. 
 

“LOVE GROWS 
HERE” 

We hear it from members and 
guests all the time. 

 
As a family of faith, we 

support many life-changing 
ministries with a budget of 

$1.2 million. This newsletter tells 
the story of our budget. 

 
IT IS SO MUCH MORE 

THAN NUMBERS.  

 John Wesley, the founder of 
the Methodist movement, once re-
minded us that money is not evil. In 
the hands of God’s children, it is an 
“excellent gift,” answering the 
“noblest ends.” From this point, 
Wesley gave us three time-honored 
principles for how we are to use our 
money so that we might grow in 
God’s love and serve God’s purpose 
for us.    
 

—- 
 

1. GAIN ALL YOU CAN 
Some translate it as “earn,” but this can 
connote the gaining of wealth only. The 
rule suggests that we gain much more 
— knowledge, relationships, fulfillment 
in life — all gained through diligences 
and work, and by practicing the higher 
ethical standard and not bringing harm 
to ourselves, others, or the world.  

2. SAVE ALL YOU CAN  
Here, Wesley is not talking about accu-
mulating and keeping goods in reserve, 
as in a bank account. He is talking 
about not wasting anything, living more 
simply, and avoiding elaborate expens-
es. Following this rule helps to keep 
pride, lust, gluttony, envy, and all forms 
of vanity from growing within us and 
bringing harm to ourselves and others.  
 
3. GIVE ALL YOU CAN  
The first two principles lead to this 
third one. Organize your life so that you 
can give all you can and thus “lay up 
treasures in heaven.” By giving, we 
make room in our hearts for God to 
come in and give to us “the immeasura-
ble riches of God’s grace.” By giving, 
we fulfill our call to be stewards, not 
only of what we are given, but also 
stewards of the gospel and of how 
God’s love is shared in the world.  

METHODISM AND MONEY  

 While the discipline of tithing 
and giving first to God, is honored in 
scripture and by the church, Wesley cau-
tions us from giving out of a legalistic 
obligation. Tithing and giving first to 
God is an important part of that. God 
does not, however, want us to give 
“reluctantly or under compulsion, for 
God loves a cheerful giver.” (2 Corinthi-
ans 9:7). 
 He also called us to remember 
that all of life is holy and we are to use 
all of our resources to the glory of God.  
With every purchase, expense, and act of 
giving we can ask: Does this glorify 
God?  Am I being a good steward of all 
that God has given me?  
 Stewardship, in this way, is a 
daily discipline and a means of grace for 
our daily growth in God’s love.    
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PROGRAM MINISTRIES:  
 
Our budget for programming and 
program staff is approximately 
$350,000. The list is long and the 
ministries are life-changing: Worship, 
Music Ministries, Congregational 
Care, Discipleship, Children, 
MidYouth, Youth, and more.  
Through it all “Love Grows Here.” 
 

FACILITIES AND SACRED 
SPACE:      
 
Walk through the building on any 
given day and there will be children 
playing, youth hanging out, bells 
ringing, voices singing, bibles being 
opened, basketballs bounding, gui-
tars being tuned, meals being eaten, 
and more. Together we provide a 
sacred space where we can grow as 
faithful and fruitful disciples and 
grow in God’s love. The budget for 
our facilities, including utilities, insur-
ance, maintenance, and custodial 
needs is roughly $250,000.   

ADMINISTRATION AND 
SUPPORT FOR MINISTRY: 
 
We are grateful for people who work 
behind the scenes to support minis-
try. From running copy machines to 
book-keeping, from communications 
to cleaning, we do so much to pro-
vide opportunity for all of us to grow 
in God’s love. Our budget for this 
area, including staff, is rounded at 
$200,000.   

PASTORAL STAFF:  
 
We are faithfully served by two ap-
pointed clergy, our pastors, Michael 
Roberts and Lauren DeLano. We are 
thankful for their leadership and the 
way they care for us and for all peo-
ple. Our support of our pastors, in-
cluding housing, insurance, and pen-
sion, is rounded at $200,000.   
 

MISSIONS AND SHARED 
MINISTRY:  
 
Through Conference Apportion-
ments and Missionary Support, we 
give a little over $200,000 a year to 
mission work around the world. Be-
cause of your tithes and offerings, a 
young person will graduate from 
seminary; a missionary will be sup-
ported; a youth director will be 
trained; schools will be built; people 
will be fed; lives will be transformed. 
You are a part of it all! 

THE FUMC BUDGET STORY 
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CAPITAL COMMITMENT:  
 

 A capital campaign calls for capital commit-
ments, over and above your regular tithes and offer-
ings. Testimonies from past campaigns include post-
poning a major purchase, selling a luxury item, giving 
land or stocks, designating insurance policies, eating 
more at home, giving out of abundance, and more. 
What can you do to make it possible for us to be 

debt free as a congregation and help 
generations to come to grow in God’s love?  

AGE 

We built the Trinity Building for two big reasons: for worship and so that our 
children would have a place to grow in God’s love from age to age. We are 
blessed to see these purposes fulfilled every day. Because of your investments, 
we will be able to provide this sacred space for generations to come. 

CAPITAL 
CAMPAIGN 

OUR DEBT:  
 

 Our current debt is $1.8 million 
on a $7.5 million project, which in-
cludes the Trinity Building and renova-
tions to the Sanctuary Building. In the 
past year, we have also replaced the Air 
Conditioning system in the Sanctuary 
Building, put in a new playground, add-
ed a new console to the organ, put in a 
security system, and more. We contin-
ue to dream capital dreams so love 
can continue to grow here.  

AGE 
to 
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GIVING IN FAITH 

STEWARD’S SUNDAY WILL BE NOV 18, THANKSGIVING SUNDAY  

Please prayerfully reflect on your 
stewardship. What would it mean to 

you to be able to hear our Savior 
say, “Well done, good and faithful 

servant”? Our Consecration Sunday 
will be November 18th, as we 

celebrate Thanksgiving together.  

WHAT ARE OPTIONS 
FOR GIVING?  

  

Options for Giving include 
 Automatic Draft. 
 Giving through the 
   Website, either as a recurring    
    contribution or a one-time 
    contribution.  
Information is available on the 
Connection Tables, the Website, 
and through the Church Office.   

 Commitment Cards, along with a letter 
from Pastor Michael, will come in the mail and be 
available online and at the church. On these cards, 
you can declare your commitment to support the 
church with your regular tithes and offerings, and 
to invest in our capital campaign if you have not 
done so. You can do this as a pledge of a specific 

amount or as a declaration of personal intent, 
without giving us a specific figure. This is up to 
you. For the purposes of securing loans, we do ask 
that you reveal your intentions for the capital por-
tion of your giving. Of course, we understand 
these pledges are statements of intent and may be 
changed at any time. Thank you!  

COMMITMENT FORMS 


