
Volume LII                   April 2019                          Number 4 

 First United Methodist Church, 1610 Prince St., Conway, AR, 72034 

 The Witness 

 

A group in our congre-
gation has been working towards 
starting a new ministry, which we 
are calling “Music and the Spirit.” 

Led by Jay McDaniel 
and Janet Gingerich, FUMC’s 
director of Music and Worship 
ministries, this new ministry is 
designed to provide personalized 
music playlists for older adults 
with cognitive and physical chal-
lenges, with an emphasis on 
those with dementia. 

Studies have shown that 
music can tap deep memories not 
lost to dementia and can bring 
participants back to life, enabling 
them to feel like themselves again 
-- to converse, socialize and stay 
present. The “Music and the 
Spirit” playlists are made in con-
sultation with the input of the 
patient and/or family members, 
or, if that is impossible, based on 
knowledge of the music popular 
at notable times during the pa-
tient’s lifetime. A playlist would 

typically cover a wide range of 
musical genres -- popular, jazz, 
hymns and other sacred pieces, 
and classical, according to the 
individual’s preferences. 

Funded by a grant from 
the Taylor Foundation, our pilot 
program has been set up with 
Stonebridge Senior Living. “We 
have been in conversation this 
Spring with Stonebridge, but long
-term we will work with contacts 

we have through our own con-
gregation, as well as collaborate 
with other care facilities in Con-
way,” said Janet. 

This initiative has a 
place for volunteers with a wide 
range of skills and interests. 
Some may be interested at the 
personal level, being involved 
with patients and family mem-
bers as music is selected, devel-
oping a relationship with the 

patient, visiting and listening to 
the music together. Others may 
have technical skills which could 
be used to do the work of actual-
ly making the playlists; still others 
may be good administrators and 
would like to be involved on the 
organizational side. 

“So many of us have, or 
have had, firsthand knowledge of 
the challenges faced by dementia 
patients and their families. We 
hope you will see a way YOU can 
participate, on any level,” Janet 
added. 

 

—- 
 

An initial training for 
volunteers will be held from 
1 to 2:30 p.m. May 14 and 15 
at Stonebridge Senior Living. 

Whether or not you are able to 
attend, if you have an interest in 

this ministry, please contact 
Janet Gingerich at 

jgingerich@conwayfumc.org 

‘Music and the Spirit’ Ministry Created 

Six members of the FUMC C-1 youth group have been 
selected to attend this year’s Hendrix Youth Institute (HYI). 

Kinsey Boone, Darci Burris, Destiny Elms, Hannah Gor-
don, Gage Guynes, and Keaton Taylor will attend the institute for 
rising high school juniors and seniors. In addition, Conway FUMC 
member William Roberts is part of the 2019 HYI staff as a college 
mentor. HYI will be held June 16 through 29. 

The Hendrix Youth Institute (HYI) program is designed 
to help rising high school juniors and seniors discern their call for 
ministry and specifically introduce participants to ordained and pro-
fessional ministry. 

The 2019 HYI experience will include a mission trip to 
Washington D.C., in which participants will work together, building 
relationships with those they serve and learning from one another.  

Please keep these students in your prayers as they prepare 
to embark on their time of discernment and discovery.  

Six C-1 Youth to Attend 
Hendrix Youth Institute 

Chosen to attend Hendrix Youth Institute are (from left) Darci Burris, Destiny Elms, 
Hannah Gordon, Kinsey Boone, and Gage Guynes (not pictured: Keaton Taylor). 
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Mission Trip to 
Guatemala Set 
in November 

Guatemala, one of the poorest 
countries in Central America, has a large 
population of Mayans. These are the indig-
enous people of Guatemala, of whom 79 
percent live in poverty. These mostly rural 
individuals cook their meals on open wood
-burning fires on the floor inside un-vented 
houses. Illnesses caused by breathing the 
smoke of these fires are the biggest killer of 
Mayan women. 

Stove Builders of Guatemala 
(SBG), one of the United Methodist 
“Advance” projects, is working to help 
these Mayan families help themselves by 
training local Mayan men how to build fuel
-efficient vented stoves. 

Bonnie and Steve Laycock, mem-
bers of First UMC Conway, travel to Gua-
temala several times a year to work with 
SBG. They will be leading a mission work 
team in November and would love to have 
a few more people from First UMC Con-
way join the team. 

If you would like additional infor-
mation regarding this team, contact Bonnie 
Laycock at 316-207-0883. You can read 
more at stovebuildersofguatemala.com.  
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Movie Night Task 
Force Being Created 

We love hosting movie nights at 
Conway FUMC. We started offering 
movie nights for our congregation and 
our neighborhood in the summer of 
2017. We believe it is one way we can 
invite our neighbors and our friends to 
catch a glimpse of the love that grows 
here at Conway FUMC by being a part of 
our community! 

We have two movie nights dates 
planned for the summer. Pastor Lauren 
and Kisha Bumpers would love to have a 
group of congregants devoted to putting 
on these movie nights. We will offer 
guidance and resources to those who 
want to help with coordinating food, 
activities, and volunteers! 

If you are interested in finding 
out more, contact Pastor Lauren DeLano 
at ldelano@conwayfumc.org or 329-
3801. 

Children’s Choirs 
Picnic Set May 8 
 The end-of-the-year 
Children’s Choirs family picnic 
is coming soon! 
 We will have our an-
nual Family Picnic from 4:30 to 
5:45 p.m. Wednesday, May 8, 
in the Basement Courtyard. 
The main course will be pork 
barbecue sandwiches this year, 
and the meat will be provided. 
 A Sign Up Genius 
link has been created so you 
can register how many of your 
family will be coming and what 
you are able to contribute to 
the potluck. 
 You can find the link 
at www.conwayfumc.org under 
the Quick Links menu.  

In Memory and In Honor 
In memory of Ros Smith by: Fred Hunt, Brad & Amy 
Johnson 
In memory of Ben Bakker by: Betsey Bakker 
In memory of Kish Jones by: Charles Pittman 
In memory of Robert Robinette by: Lynn & Lynn 
Caldwell 
In memory of Greg Wren by: Hugh & Linda Tyler 
In memory of Ellen Johnson by: Hugh & Linda Tyler 
In memory of Donald Ward by: Waddy & Gay Moore 
In honor of Gay Moore by: Norbert & Carol Schedler 
 

May Friendship Day 
 The Faulkner County Unit of Church Women 
United will celebrate May Friendship Day at 10 a.m. Fri-
day, May 3, at Wesley United Methodist Church, 2310 
East Oak St. Co-hosts for the event will be St. Joseph 
Catholic Church and First Presbyterian. The theme of 
this year’s celebration is “The Time Is Now: Agree to 
Differ.” All are invited to attend. 


