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 The Witness 

By Rev. Lauren DeLano: 
I live a 12-minute drive from the 

church. I drive the same way to and from 
church each day, seeing the same parts of 
Conway as I head home after a long day. I 
rarely interact with those who live around 
our church in the downtown neighbor-
hood. 

A few years ago, in an effort to 
get to know our neighborhood a little bit 
better, we started a prayer walking group 
on Wednesdays. I and a small group of 
congregants began to explore our neigh-
borhood on foot. We noticed there were 
three schools, government buildings, low-
income houses and historic houses and so 
much more, all within a few blocks of our 
church. We began to pray over the people 
and places around us, and I began to feel a 

tug on my heart to get to know neighbors. 
This summer, you are invited to 

join our Neighboring Team. I envision us 
going out into our neighborhood each 
week in small groups, knocking on doors, 
taking cookies and saying hi to those we 
meet. Just the simple of act of saying 
“hello, we’re you’re neighbors and we’re 
glad to meet you”, could make a huge dif-
ference in the lives of those around us. 

Feelings of isolation and loneli-

ness are a growing phenomenon in our 
world today, when we are more connected 
to one another than ever. At times, despite 
being on social media and being able to 
text or call anyone at any time, I begin to 
feel so disconnected from the world. I 
imagine you have experienced this feeling, 
too, as have our neighbors.  

We’ll begin meeting in early June 
at the church to have some conversations 
about the theology and concept of neigh-
boring, and then together we will make a 
plan for how we would like to go about 
meeting our neighbors. 

If this sounds like something you 
want to be a part of this summer or some-
thing you would like more information 
about, contact Pastor Lauren at 501-329-
3801 or ldelano@conwayfumc.org. 

Join Our Neighboring Team! 

 Eighty-five new books were re-
cently purchased for the FUMC Children’s 
Book Ministry, thanks to monetary dona-
tions given specifically to memorialize a 
beloved church member. 
 Sarah Coker, organizer of the 
book ministry, was able to purchase the 
books from Scholastic by using funds giv-
en in memory of Ellen Johnson and her 
lifelong passion for reading. The book 
ministry, which began in 2017, is designed 
as a companion ministry to the church’s 
Food Pantry distribution. Each Thursday 
afternoon, food is distributed to those in 
need, and families who attend the pantry 
are also invited to take one children’s 
book per child in their family. 

Ellen, who passed away in April 
2019, joined the University of Central Ar-
kansas’s library staff in 1987. One special 
project she developed while there was a 

free-standing children’s library at Tor-
reyson Library, embodying many intri-
guing features that displayed a love of 
books and children. She was a member of 

various library-associated organizations, 
and received the Francis P. Neal Award in 
2007 from the Arkansas Library Associa-
tion in recognition of her notable service 
to librarianship in the State of Arkansas. 
 Sarah said the timing of the large 
book purchase was perfect, as the busy 
summer months are coming soon and 
more books are always needed. 
 Donations of new or gently used 
books for children ages 0 - 18 are wel-
come, with a special need for “the ex-
tremes”: older teenagers and toddlers. 
Books may be left in the hospitality area of 
the Sanctuary building. 
 To donate money to the book 
fund, contact Laura Bounds, financial as-
sistant, in the church office, or visit the 
online giving page on the church website 
at www.conwayfumc.org – see the link 
under the Quick Links menu. 

Some of the 85 books purchased with donations made in 
memory of Ellen Johnson. (Sarah Coker photo) 

New Books Purchased for FUMC Ministry 

An Invitation to 
Explore Our 
Downtown 

Neighborhood 
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WOW CAMP 
REGISTRATION 
UNDER WAY! 

 
9 to 11:50 a.m. 

July 15 - 19 
 

For children entering 
1st through 4th grade 

 
Register now at 

www.wowcamp.org 
 

Suggested donation of  $15 
per child will help to offset 

cost of  T-shirts, art materials, 
and snacks. 

 
Scholarships available. 

 
Call or email Pam Lentz at the 

church for more 
information: plentz@ 

conwayfumc.org  
 

Feedback Sought on 
Wednesday Activities 

 We would love to have your 
feedback on our current Wednesday after-
noon and evening activities, along with a 
little bit of information on what you 
would like to see offered on Wednesdays. 
 You are invited to answer the 
questions on our Survey Monkey form at 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/
TNQ3S5Y or online at 
www.conwayfumc.org (under Quick 
Links). Thank you for participating! 

Fund Created to Replace Hymnals 
 Over the course of the past few months, sever-
al of you have mentioned that many of our sanctuary 
hymnals are in need in replacement. That is true! In fact, 
most of our hymnals are well worn and have been re-
paired at least once - many, more than once. 
 Obviously this is a considerable expense and 
well outside our regular budget. If you would like to con-
tribute to the “hymnal fund” you are invited to do so, at 
any level. The cost of one hymnal (regular “pew” edi-
tion) is $23. 
 Alternatively, if you have “undesignated” memorials for which you do not yet 
have a plan, this could be a good use of those funds. Checks should be made to the church, 
with “hymnals” on the memo line.  
 Your help is appreciated, because whatever happens, we WILL keep on singing! 

Confirmation 2019 
Congratulations to the follow-
ing confirmands who joined 
this community of faith on 
Sunday, May 5: Mason Bintliff, 
Charlotte Deutschmann, Mat-
thew Grimes, Mary Caroline 
Grimes, Anna Ray Haynes, Lilli 
King, Mason McCuin, Meredith 
Pearson, Stewart Pearson, Hen-
ry Ross, Noah Schopp, Kail 
Smith, Reed Stone, and Riley 
Townsell. The class members 
spent a year learning and grow-
ing together in preparation for 
answering the historic ques-
tions of faith, to become full 
members of the church univer-
sal and this congregation of the 
United Methodist Church.  



Two Summer Bible 
Studies Planned 

There will be two six-week Bible 
studies offered this summer on Wednesday 
evenings from 6 to 7:15 p.m. beginning on June 
12 and ending July 24 (with a break for the 4th 
of July week).  

“Who Is My Neighbor?” led by Pastoral 
Intern, Abbey Maynard 

This is a Bible study considering how 
we think about race through examples from the 
Bible. We will make our way through six pas-
sages covering topics like identity and prejudice 
and think about how we as Christians are called 
to see and respond to people who are of a dif-
ferent race than us. All are welcome to attend 
this study.  

A Women’s Study on Parables led by 
Pastor Lauren and Kisha Bumpers 

Through this study of the Parables, 
we will explore the symbolism and lessons of 
the Parables from the perspective of the early 
Jewish audience, and apply them to our lives as 
contemporary readers of an ancient text. Para-
bles are meant to stop us in our tracks and in-
vite us to see how Jesus’ vision of the Kingdom 
of God turns our world upside down. We will 
study popular parables like The Prodigal Son 
and The Good Samaritan along with others. 

If you are interested in signing up for 
either of these studies, please contact Pastor 
Lauren at ldelano@conwayfumc.org or by call-
ing 501-329-3801. Please register by Sunday, 
June 9. Childcare is available. 

Please contact Pam Lentz, 
plentz@conwayfumc.org, if you need childcare. 
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Throughout the summer, we have 
activities for the whole family -- from 

concerts to movie nights to testing your 
trivia knowledge. We invite you to mark 

your calendars for Fridays @ First! 
 
MAY 31: CHILDREN AND YOUTH CHOIRS 
SUMMER MUSICAL, SANCTUARY, 7 P.M. 

 Join us in the Sanctuary for “Who, 
What, When, Where, Why: Discovering a 
Relationship with Jesus.” Our students will 
be preparing all week at music camp, and 
will perform their musical Friday evening, 
May 31, at 7 pm. All are welcome. This 
event is free and open to the community.  
 

JUNE 14: SERAPH BRASS RECITAL, 
SANCTUARY, 7 P.M. 

 Join us as we welcome Seraph 
Brass, an all-female brass ensemble that will 
offer a concert at Conway FUMC at 7 p.m. 
on Friday, evening, June 14. in the Sanctu-
ary. All are welcome. This event is free and 
open to the community.  

 
JUNE 21: CHURCHWIDE MOVIE NIGHT, 

“MOANA” 
Dinner and Activities: From 5:30-6:30 p.m. 

Movie: Begins 6:30 p.m. 
 Join us for our first Summer movie 
night. We will show “Moana” in the Great 
Hall. Before the movie there will be dinner 
and activities in the parking lot. Bring your 
lawn chairs, sleeping bags and pillows, or 
whatever else you need to be comfortable 

for the movie. Join us for a time of fun for 
the whole family. All are welcome. This 
event is free and open to the community. 
 (Our second summer movie night 
will be August 2. Mark your calendars! More 
information to come.) 
 

JUNE 28: TRIVIA NIGHT HOSTED 
BY THE MISSIONS COMMITTEE, 

GREAT HALL, 7 P.M. 
 Bring your random knowledge and 
competitive spirit for an evening of trivia in 
the Great Hall. Teams of up to 10 people 
are invited to sign up. The cost to play is 
$100 per registered team. All proceeds go to 
our Missions Committee. 
 To sign up to play, contact Tricia 
Burris at tburris@conwaycorp.net. 
 Childcare will be available. To 
RSVP for childcare, contact Pam Lentz at 
plentz@conwayfumc.org (please provide the 
number of children who will be attending 
and their ages). 

Mark Your Calendars for Fridays @ First 

Zach Schrick Earns Certification; 
to Receive Evangelism Award 

Congratulations to Zach Schrick, 
our Director of Youth Ministries, on his 
certification in Youth Ministry in the Unit-
ed Methodist Church, and also for being 
chosen to receive the Harry Denman Evan-
gelism from the Arkansas Annual Confer-
ence of the United Methodist Church. 

To earn professional certification 
in Youth Ministry, students must meet the 
standards set by the General Board of 
Higher Education and Ministry’s Division 
of Ordained Ministry (GBHEM). These 
include successful completion of five certi-
fication courses relating to Youth Ministry. 
Specialized ministers are certified by the 
annual conference Board of Ordained Min-
istry (BOM), in cooperation with GBHEM. 
Courses are designed to provide a graduate 
academic foundation. Other requirements 
for certification include personal and 
church qualifications and experience in the 
area of Youth Ministry, as determined by 
GBHEM. 

Zach said the desire to “be the 
best youth pastor for the youth that I 
served in ministry with” was his impetus 
for starting the certification process. “The 
best way I felt that could happen was to 
seek more education.” 

The Denman award honors Unit-
ed Methodists selected by the annual con-

ference for their exceptional ministry of 
evangelism - expressed in Word (what), 
Sign (why), and Deed (how) – that brings 
people into a life transforming relationship 
with Jesus Christ.  

The Board of Ordained Ministry 
and the Arkansas Conference will recog-
nize Zach’s accomplishment at 11 a.m. 
Friday, May 31, on the Annual Conference 
floor. He will also received the Denman 
Award on Friday at Annual Conference. 

Zach and his wife, Brittney, have 
three daughters — Abbey, Lily and Sadie. 

Brittney and Zach Schrick 
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Our Core Purpose: 
To cultivate faithful and fruitful disciples 

of Jesus Christ. 
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In memory of Ros Smith by: Phil Stone, 
Frazier & Kay Kennedy, Cecil & Ginger 
McConnell 
In memory of Greg Wren by: Scott & Tobi 
Taylor, Skeet & Mary Jane Morse, Marion 
Baker, Norman & Caroline Crass, Ruth Ann 
Williams, Frederick & Nancy Thessing, Gene 
& Meredith Wilbourn, Cliff & Maribeth Gar-
rison, Claudia Davis, Lorlie March & Family, 
Randy & Peggy Crowell, Martha Bumpers, 
Jerry & Madelyn Adams, Ellis & Kim Arnold, 
John & Carla Smith, Paul & Katherine Butt, 
Koinonia Sunday School Class, Richard & 
Carol Clark, Brandy Brown, Laura Renee 
Branton, James & Toran Isom, Deborah 
Allison, Betty Diehl, Betty Nixon, Larry & 
Hilda Malpica, John & Betty Pickett, Pam 
Wren & Family, Pat & Beverly Bowles, Genie 
& Becky Moore, Doris & Greg Williams, 
Beth Ruple 
In memory of Ellen Johnson by: Bill & 
Cecilia Patterson, Gene & Meredith Wil-
bourn, Cliff & Maribeth Garrison, Claudia 

Davis, James & Carolyn Bruce, Roy White-
head, Ben McNew, Marion Baker, Ruth Ann 
Williams, Martha Bumpers, Ellis & Kim Ar-
nold, Paul & Katherine Butt, Mr. & Mrs. 
Conrad Carroll, Judith & Jacob Peter Braun 
Jr., Larry & Hilda Malpica, Norbert & Carol 
Schedler, Jamie Bird, Richard & Carol Clark, 
Round Table Sunday School Class, Kiwanis 
Club of Conway, John & Betty Pickett, Ron-
nie & Loretta Brooks, Bill & Elizabeth 
Humphrey, Don Griffis, Beth Ruple 
In memory of Donald Nixon by: Betty 
Nixon 
In memory of Robert W. Henry by: Frank 
& Jo Ann Henry 
In memory of Paula Lee by: Gene & Mere-
dith Wilbourn 

 
In honor of Kish Jones by: Charles Pittman 

In honor of Kail Smith by: Nancy Williams 
& Bob Dornblaser 

In Memory and In Honor Mission Projects 
Planned in June for 
C-1 Youth & MidYouth 

 Members of our C-1 Youth and 
MidYouth will be embarking on a variety of 
mission activities during June. They would 
love to have your prayers while they are out 
being the hands and feet in the world this 
summer. 

Mission trips for C-1 Youth: 
* June 2-7 - Junior High Mystery Mission trip 
* June 9-14 - Ozark Mission Project – staying 
at Central Rogers United Methodist Church 
* June 23-28 - Ozark Mission Project – stay-
ing at Texarkana United Methodist Church 
 

Our MidYouth will attend C.A.M.P. 
(Central Arkansas Mission Project) in Little 
Rock from June 17-20. They will work with 
organizations around the Little Rock area 
and stay at Little Rock First United Method-
ist Church Downtown.  


