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As a family of  faith, we 
support a budget of  

$1.2 million. 
This newsletter tells the 

story of  our budget. 
 

IT IS SO MUCH 
MORE THAN 

NUMBERS.  

 2020! This number is more than a 
year. It is also a term used to describe 
clear vision. Spiritually, this is challenging. 
At one level it is impossible for us imper-
fect humans to have a clear vision of what 
God wants for us. At another level, it is 
right before us. God wants us to have 
“glad and generous hearts.” That’s one of 
many powerful descriptions of God’s vi-
sion for us found in the scriptures. In the 
verses surrounding this phrase, we hear of 
people gathering daily to break bread to-
gether, to praise God, and to share good-
will in the world, all with “glad and gener-
ous hearts.”  
 As your pastor I am so grateful to 
report that I see glimpses of this vision 
being fulfilled every day. Within the last 
week, I’ve heard of a child who shouted 
out “Let’s go” after Pastor Lauren extend-
ed an invitation to holy communion. This 
child couldn’t wait to taste the goodness 
of God. On Sunday, I talked to a parent 
who said that their child counts down the 
days to Sunday and insists they all go to 
church. This child does not want to miss 
Sunday School or miss the opportunity to 
experience how “love grows here.” A cou-
ple of weeks ago, on Laity Sunday, we 
heard from 4 of our youth about their call 
to ministry. Each of them gave thanks to 
this congregation for giving the space and 

the resources to explore their callings. Yes, 
“Love Grows Here!” And we get to be a 
part of it!  
 The opposite of “glad and gener-
ous hearts” might be “anxious and self-
serving hearts.” One proven way to com-
bat this temptation is to make a commit-
ment to give – not just to our projects or 
things that speak to us or give us a sense 
of control -- but to let go and to trust that 
God will work through the larger commu-
nity in ways that are beyond our individual 

and finite hopes. Giving in this way culti-
vates “glad and generous hearts.” It helps 
us to let go and turn our lives over to 
God. That is what God wants for us.  
 I do not believe that God wants 
you to be intimidated or to become anx-
ious about giving. Often, people hear the 
word “tithe” and it brings anxiety to the 
heart. That is not what God wants. In the 
spirit of God’s vision for you, I invite you 
to discover a number from which you can 
tithe or give 10 percent. Don’t get trapped 
in a legalistic understanding. For some, 
this might be gross income, for others it 
might be net income, for others who are 
dealing with specials needs or expenses 
around health, family, etc., feel free to 
factor this in. Discover your number, in 
prayer, and then make a commitment to 
tithe from that. Let this way of giving 
open your heart to God’s vision and to a 
desire to be a part of how God WILL see 
us through all tense and turbulent times, 
and how God WILL use us and our gifts 
to bring “goodwill” and “praise” into the 
world – in ways that are beyond what we 
could ever come up with on our own.  
 The year 2020 is upon us. May it 
be a year when we, as a congregation, 
open our hearts to God’s vision. 
 May 2020 be a year for “glad and 
generous hearts” to prevail.  

A Word from Pastor Michael  
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PROGRAM MINISTRIES:  
 
Our budget for programing and program staff is approx-
imately $350,000. The list is long, and the ministries are 
life-changing. This part of our budget makes it possible 
for people to be moved by an anthem from a Choir or 
song from our GNC Praise Band. We are so thankful 
for the dedication of those who participate in these min-
istries. This part of our budget makes it possible for a 
child to insist that the family go to church because they 
don’t want to miss Sunday. This part of the budget 
makes it possible for a group of youth to gather weekly 
to explore their call to ministry. What stories could you 
tell around the ministries of Worship, Music, Congrega-
tional Care, Discipleship, Children, MidYouth, Youth, 
and more? Through it all “Love Grows Here.”  
 
ADMINISTRATION AND SUPPORT 
FOR MINISTRY: 

 
We are grateful for peo-
ple who work behind 
the scenes to support 
ministry. From running 
copy machines to book-
keeping, from commu-
nications to cleaning, we 
do so much to provide 
opportunities for all of 
us to grow in God’s 
love. Our budget for 
this area, including staff, 
is rounded at $200,000.  
 
 
 

FACILITIES AND SACRED SPACE:      
 
Walk through the building on any given day and there 
will be children playing, youth hanging out, bells ringing, 
voices singing, bibles being opened, basketballs bounc-
ing, guitars being tuned, meals being eaten, and more. 
Together we provide a sacred space where we can grow 
as faithful and fruitful disciples and grow in God’s love. 
The budget for our facilities -- including utilities, insur-
ance, maintenance, and custodial needs -- is roughly 
$250,000.  

MISSIONS AND SHARED MINISTRY:  
 
As a congregation we tithe to the ministry of the Arkan-
sas Conference, which connects us to the Global Church 
and its mission. Because of your tithes and offerings, a 
young person will graduate from seminary; a missionary 
will be supported; a youth director will be trained; peo-
ple will be fed; many lives will be transformed. You can 
say, “I helped make this happen.”  
 

PASTORAL STAFF:  
 
We are faithfully served by two appointed clergy, our 
pastors, Michael Roberts and Lauren DeLano. We are 
thankful for their leadership and the way they care for us 
and for all people. Our support of our pastors, including 
housing, insurance, and pension, is rounded at $200,000. 

THE FUMC BUDGET STORY 
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CAPITAL COMMITMENT:  
 

In the Spring of next year, we 
will have another capital 
campaign. Until then, we 

encourage those who have 
made pledges to continue to 
give and new donations and 

pledges are welcomed. 
 

What can you do to make it 
possible for us to be debt free 

as a congregation and help 
generations to come to grow in 

God’s love? 

AGE to AGE 
(An update from this third year of  a three-year campaign) 

CAPITAL 
CAMPAIGN 

OUR DEBT:  
 

Our current debt is $1.8 million on a $7.5 
million project, which includes the Trinity 
Building and renovations to the Sanctuary 
Building. In the past couple of years, we 
have also replaced the air conditioning 
system in the Sanctuary Building, put in a 
new playground, added a new console to 
the organ, put in a security system, and 
more. 
 
We continue to dream capital dreams 

so that love can continue to grow here.  
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GIVING IN FAITH 

STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY WILL BE NOV 24, THANKSGIVING SUNDAY  

“With glad and generous hearts” 
(Acts 2:46-47) 

This phrase describes what God wants for us. Please prayer-
fully reflect on your commitment to grow with this kind of  
heart. Our Commitment Sunday will be Nov 24, as we cele-
brate Thanksgiving together.  

WHAT ARE OPTIONS 
FOR GIVING?  

  

Options for Giving include 
 Automatic Draft. 
 Giving through the 
   Website, either as a recurring    
    contribution or a one-time 
    contribution.  
Information is available on the 
Connection Tables, the Website, 
and through the Church Office.   

Commitment Cards, along with a letter from 
Pastor Michael, will come in the mail and be 
available online and at the church. On these 
cards, you can declare your commitment to 
support the church with your regular tithes 
and offerings, and to invest in our capital cam-
paign if you have not done so. You can do this 
as a pledge of a specific amount or as a decla-

ration of personal intent, without giving us a 
specific figure. This is up to you. For the pur-
poses of securing loans, we do ask that you 
reveal your intentions for the capital portion 
of your giving. Of course, we understand 
these pledges are statements of intent and may 
be changed at any time. Thank you!  

COMMITMENT FORMS 


