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The week before 
Thanksgiving, four members 
of FUMC Conway traveled 
with a mission team to Guate-
mala to help build stoves 
through the United Methodist 
Advance Program “Stove 
Builders of Guatemala.”  

Steve and Bonnie 
Laycock, Jamie Bird and Fred 
Tate joined with 11 other 
people for the week of stove 
building. This program trains 
local men in different villages 
to build a fuel-efficient stove 
that gets the cooking fire up 
off the ground (in their 
homes), vents the smoke out 
of the house, and uses 2/3 
less firewood. 

Since stove builders 
are trained, the building of 
stoves can go on even when 
teams are not in Guatemala. 
It's a program about helping 

people help themselves. The 
stoves cost about $120. The 
Mayan family receiving the 
stove must put in the equiva-
lent of $20 and help build the 
stove. Donations from the 
United States will cover the 
rest of the stove cost. 

A big “thank you” to 
the FUMC congregation for 
money given for stoves and 
all the school supplies that 
were donated. They were giv-
en to the local community 
school, which had very few 
supplies for the children. Also 

a huge “thanks” to the United 
Methodist Women for the 
many children’s books in 
Spanish that were sent for the 
village children. They 
LOVED them! 

The stoves, the 
books, the school supplies ... 
all life-changing for the Ma-
yan families. If you would like 
to hear more about this trip, 
any of the four people who 
went would be willing to talk 
to Sunday School classes or 
small groups and share this 
incredible experience. 

 

—- 
 

Bonnie and Steve Laycock of 
Conway travel to Guatemala 
several times a year to work 

with Stove Builders of 
Guatemala (SBG). You can 
read more about this project 

at stovebuildersof 
guatemala.com.  

FUMC Building Stoves in Guatemala 

Photos courtesy of Bonnie Laycock. 
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ADVENT AND ANGELS WORKSHOP 

 During the season of Advent, we 
are partnering with City of Hope Outreach 
(CoHo) to help raise money for one of the 
tiny homes they will build in Hope Village. 
Hope Village will have five one-bedroom 
and five two-bedroom homes for men, 
women, families, and veterans who are in 
need of transitional housing as they seek a 
new start. 
 CoHo is seeking to address home-
lessness through the creation of a communi-
ty which affirms human dignity, offers quali-
ty housing, and provides a foundation for 
homeless advocacy in the city of Conway. 
We want to support this endeavor through a 
mission focus on Hope Village. 
 This Advent we would like to 
begin raising $40,000 to help build one of 
the homes. Any donation amount will be 
accepted, however, if you give a gift of $40 
or more, you will receive an ornament as a 

gift. The ornaments are glass and say, “The 
Home that Love Built.” These ornaments 
will make great Christmas presents or stock-

ing stuffers! 
 If you’d like to make a donation, 
you can place the donation in the offering 
plate or mail a donation at anytime. 
 If you’d like to receive an orna-
ment for your donation, you can come by 
the church office from Monday through 
Thursday, 9 a.m. to noon or 1 to 4 p.m., or 
Friday from 9 a.m. to noon beginning De-
cember 2. 
 Throughout the month of Decem-
ber, ornaments will also be available on Sun-
day mornings from 8:40 to 8:55 a.m. in the 
Trinity Lobby or during the Sunday school 
hour in the Trinity Lobby and the Hospitali-
ty Area in the Sanctuary building. 
 We hope you will join us in this 
endeavor to end homelessness in Conway. 
May your generosity as we partner with Co-
Ho demonstrate the love that grows here at 
Conway FUMC. 

FUMC & CoHo Partner on Tiny Homes Project 
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In Memory and In Honor 
In memory of Ann Davis by: Virginia 
Moon, Pat & Beverly Bowles, Delores & 
Julio Pinales, Gay Moore, James & Barbara 
Larkin, Shirley Basinger, David & Jackie 
Daugherty, Larry & Marilyn Williams, 
Wayne & Rynnett Clark 

In memory of Waddy Moore by: Nona Jo 
Spatz 

In memory of Norbert Schedler by: Nona 
Jo Spatz 

In memory of Ellen Johnson by: Clint 
Johnson 

In memory of Mildred Epperson Hod-
son by: Pam Wren, Chris & Thea Spatz, Bill 
& Cecilia Patterson 

In memory of Rev. J. Thomas Hodson 
by: Chris & Thea Spatz 

In memory of Ellen Johnson by: David & 
Pebble Sutherland 

In memory of Ed Horlick by: David & 
Pebble Sutherland 

In memory of Harton Spatz by: David & 
Pebble Sutherland 

In memory of Sue Osburn by: Chris & 
Thea Spatz, Bill & Cecilia Patterson 

In memory of Connie Mack Jackson by: 
Chris & Thea Spatz, Bill & Cecilia Patterson, 
Pam Wren 

In memory of William Craig Coats by: 

Pam Wren 

In memory of Chuck Mulhearn by: The 
Reynolds Family (Frankie, Bobbi & Sally), 
Lorlie March & Family, Pam Wren, Claudia 
Davis, Fred & Valera Tate, Chris & Thea 
Spatz, Dr. Jerry & Cheryl Park, Farris Agen-
cy, Robert & Jolinda Bryant, Roark Deer 
Club, Linda Tyler 

In memory of Bob McCormack by: Linda 
Tyler 
 

In honor of Irma Gail Hatcher by: Pam 
Wren 

In honor of Kish Jones by: Charles 
Pittman 

Several of our elementary children recently cre-
ated ornaments to be given away at our Decem-
ber Food Pantry distributions. Our Children’s 
College Interns, Lexie Burleson and Rachel 
Shepherd, along with childcare staffer Adam 
Harness, lead the children each week in Bible 
study and activities. In the photo, the children 
and their leaders pray over the ornaments to be 
distributed at the Food Pantry. 

Prayers and Blessings 

Host Families Needed for Visiting Choir 
Early in 2020 we are excited to welcome the Nordic Choir of Luther 

College, Iowa, to our church. Nordic Choir enjoys national and international 
stature as one of the premier collegiate choral ensembles in the United States. 

As part of their winter tour, they will present a concert in our sanctuary 
on the evening of Saturday, Feb. 1, then will sing in sanctuary services Sunday, 
Feb. 2. 

We are in need of host families to provide housing for choir members 
on the Saturday night. If you are willing/able to help, please contact Janet Gin-
gerich at the church: jgingerich@conwayfumc.org. 

Lay Reader Coordinator Needed for 2020 
 The Sanctuary worship planning team is looking for a person willing to 
coordinate 8:45 worship lay readers for the coming year, beginning in January. 
We have a list of active lay reader volunteers. The coordinator is responsible for 
creating a schedule for readers through the year and sharing pertinent infor-
mation from the worship planning team; the coordinator is also encouraged to 
recruit new volunteers. Many thanks to Maribeth Garrison for serving in the 
capacity for several years.  



FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH        (USPS 625-840) 
1610 PRINCE ST.         
CONWAY, ARKANSAS 72034        
501-329-3801        

The Witness is published monthly by 
First United Methodist Church 
1610 Prince St., Conway, AR 72034. 
Periodicals postage paid at Conway, AR 
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to 
“The Witness,” c/o Colleen Holt, editor; 
First United Methodist Church, 
1610 Prince St., Conway, AR 72034 

   WWW.CONWAYFUMC.ORG  FACEBOOK.COM/CONWAYFIRSTUMC 

Senior Pastor — Michael Roberts 
Associate Pastor — Lauren DeLano 
Dir., Music/Worship Ministries — Janet Gingerich 
Director, Children’s Ministries — Pam Lentz 
Director, Lay Ministries — Kisha Bumpers 
Director, Youth Ministries — Zach Schrick 
Director, MidYouth Ministries — Sandra King 
Assoc. Dir., Music (Children) — Linda Ball 
Praise Band Leader — Stuart Holt 

Business Assistant — Todd Burris 
Supervisor, Hospitality Ministries — Ed Spears 
Financial Assistant — Laura Bounds 
Communications Assistant — Colleen Holt 
Kitchen Coordinator — Kathleen Caruthers 
Elementary Assistant — Catherine Gatlin 
Nursery Assistant — Paula Bruner 
 
 

Contact staff by email at: 
first initial of first name plus last name 

@conwayfumc.org 
 

Example: mroberts@conwayfumc.org 
 
 

Our Core Purpose: 
To cultivate faithful and fruitful disciples 

of Jesus Christ. 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH STAFF DIRECTORY 

Donations for Staff 
Christmas Gifts 
 Each year 
at this time, the con-
gregation of First 
United Methodist 
Church expresses 
appreciation to the 
administrative and 
program staff in this 
church by making a Christmas gift donation. 
 If you would like to contribute to the 
gift, look for the large gift box in Laura 
Bounds’ office in the church workroom. The 
gift for the staff will be collected through 
Monday, Dec. 16. All donations will be used 
for staff gifts. 
 Please join us in recognizing the hard 
work and dedication of the great staff at Con-
way FUMC. 


