
Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost

Welcome to First United Methodist Church. Please accept this
invitation to fully participate in worship and give glory to God.
Please prepare your heart and quiet your mind as you listen to
the prelude.
 
    The people read the bold print.           + Stand as you are able. 
 

GATHERING

PRELUDE                      “In You Is Gladness”            arr. McChesney
Bells of Grace 

 
INTROIT                        “In Thee Is Gladness”   IN DIR IST FREUDE
                                   (8:30) First Service Singers)

(11:00) Chancel Choir
 

CALL TO WORSHIP                                                  (8:30) Sarah Ross
(11:00) Emma Piercy

     Friends, we gather this day to celebrate life –
     The life we have been given by God,
     The life we share with one another in community,
     The life that Jesus gives in abundance.
     Let us be grateful for the joy of life,
     And let us worship God.

+ HYMN #400    “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 
NETTLETON

 
WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS                     (8:30) Sarah Ross

(11:00) Emma Piercy

PRAYER OF CONFESSION and PARDON              (8:30) Sarah Ross
(11:00) Emma Piercy

     God of all the saints, God of all the sinners, hear our prayer.
     We would be saintlike – holy, good, patient, loving. But we
     end up feeling more like sinners – full of failures of    
     morality, selfish, mean.  Perhaps You see us simply as
     human – as beloved, and flawed, and trying, and failing, and    
     succeeding. In all of this, forgive the wrong that we have
     done, and help the good we have accomplished make a
     difference for your name's sake. Keep on loving us, and
     helping us, and molding us more and more into the image of
     Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
     Friends, hear this Good News: the love of God is beyond
     measure, and you are included in that love. Know that you are
     forgiven and thus freed to love and serve.
     Alleluia! Amen.

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD

THE SCRIPTURE LESSON        Hebrews 11:39-12:2
The Word of the Lord.                                         (8:30) Sarah Ross

     Thanks be to God.                                          (11:00) Emma Piercy

ANTHEM           (8:30) “Now Thank We All Our God”     arr. Gerike 
First Service Singers

                                          (11:00) “Te Deum”                        Pavlechko
 Chancel Choir

SPEAKER                                                                            Amy Shores,
Director of the UCA Wesley Foundation

(Second in the series, "The Gratitude Path")
 

+ HYMN #508      “Faith, While Trees Are Still in Blossom”
                                                Stanzas 1, 2, 4, & 5     FOR THE BREAD

RESPONSE TO THE WORD

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                                 (8:30) Cody Beckett
Lord in your mercy,                                            (11:00) Jon Sadler
Hear our prayer.

THE LORD’S PRAYER                                           (8:30) Cody Beckett
(11:00) Jon Sadler

      Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory for
ever. Amen.

+ AFFIRMATION OF FAITH #885                       (8:30) Cody Beckett
(11:00) Jon Sadler

 
+ HYMN #578        “God of Love and God of Power”            UNSER                       

Stanzas 1, 3 & 4                   HERRSCHER
 

During the singing of the hymn, all are invited to place their tithes
and offerings in the baskets at the front of the Sanctuary or in the

balcony. Single dollar bills are dedicated for hunger relief
in our community.

SENDING FORTH
 

+ BENEDICTION and THE PEACE                     (8:30) Cody Beckett
(11:00) Amy Shores

Following the Benediction, the congregation is encouraged to
greet one another and share the Peace of Christ. 
 
The peace of Jesus Christ be with you.
And also with you. Amen.
 

+ RESPONSE          (8:30) “Blessed Be the Name”        HERI NI JINA
                                      (11:00) “We Are Blessed”                     Ramsey

 
+ POSTLUDE             "Prelude in Classic Style"         Gordon Young 

 

If you have prayer requests, please email prayers@conwayfumc.org or
call the church office at 501-329-3801 during office hours Monday

through Thursday, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Please scan here to
register your

attendance in worship
today, or sign in at
worship entrances.

What was your favorite meal as a child? Why?
What was the best feeling you had today?
When do you feel most alive?
When did you see God at work in your life today?
Who showed you the love of God?
What prayer was answered for you?

'The Gratitude Path'
     Do you want to live a happier life? Do you want a closer relationship
with God? Are you ready to live generously?
     During this season, while we walk The Gratitude Path together as a
congregation, try keeping a Gratitude Journal! Really! Choose a
notebook or make a note on your phone or computer, and take time
each day to "count your blessings." Studies show that people who
focus on what they have and celebrate even the simple gifts of their
lives are happier, healthier, more generous and enjoy deeper
relationships.
     Each week we will provide prompts for you, but you are encouraged
to make it your own by noting something each day you appreciate --
an experience, a person, a feeling, a thing -- and write it down in your
Gratitude Journal.
     Here are some prompts to get you started for Oct. 24-30.
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Love Grows Here
 

Our Core Calling:
 

To Glorify God and to Grow in God's Love

Covenant Discipleship Groups
      Covenant Discipleship Groups are forming at Conway FUMC at
the end of October.
     It can be difficult to live a Christian life on your own, and it helps
to have others doing the same thing with you. Covenant Discipleship
Groups can provide a weekly confidential small group meeting for the
purpose of mutual support and accountability in Christian
discipleship as we grow together in the love of God and neighbor.
     Contact Lynn McClure at pastorlynn5@me.com for more
information.

Women's Bible Study
to Start in November

        A five-week Women's Bible Study with Pastor Dede will begin
Wednesday, Nov. 3, from. 10 to 11:15 a.m. in the Youth Big Room of
the Trinity Building.
        We will continue our fall theme of gratitude and get ready for
the holidays with Ann Voskamp and her classic study, “One
Thousand Gifts”. In this five-session small group Bible study, we will
ponder the questions of finding joy in the midst of everything --
from the typical grind daily chores and deadlines to the calamity
every person eventually faces. The question Ann Voskamp considers
is, "How do you break the bondage of fear that has white-knuckle
control on your life and instead embrace the everyday blessings that
immerse you in Christ's fullness?"
        Participant guides are $10. Please register with Pastor Dede,
droberts@conwayfumc.org, 329-3801.

Names Are Sought for
All Saints Banner

          Each year for All Saints' Sunday we use a special banner that has
names of loved ones on it. It already has Conway FUMC members that have
passed. If you would like to add a non-member to the banner this year,
please pass their name on to Jill Hankins at jhankins@conwayfumc.org. She
will make sure a ribbon with their name on it is added.
          Submissions should reach her by Tuesday, Nov. 2.
          All Saints Sunday is Nov. 7, 2021.

Today!
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