
If you have prayer requests or joys to report, please email
joysandconcerns@conwayfumc.org. You may also call the church
office at 501-329-3801 during office hours Monday through Thursday,
9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Please scan here to
register your attendance in
worship today, or sign in at

worship entrances.

Lay Ministries Begin Nov. 27
in Sanctuary Worship Services

          On the first Sunday of Advent, Nov. 27, we will welcome several
Lay Ministries back to their regular weekly functions at the 8:30 and
11 a.m. worship services. A listing of our various ministry offerings and
how to connect can be found in our weekly newsletter. The offerings
include Lectors, Lay Communion Ministers, Acolytes and Ushers. If
you have general questions about serving as a Lay Minister, please
reach out by email to Jason Saugey, Director of Worship Ministries,
Jason@conwayfumc.org.

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
 

Welcome to First United Methodist Church. Please accept this
invitation to fully participate in worship and give glory to God. Please
prepare your heart and quiet your mind as you listen to the prelude.
 
    The people read the bold print.           + Stand as you are able. 
 

GATHERING

PRELUDE                              Communion                     Denis Bédard
 

INTROIT                   (8:30) Now the Silence                              Now
First Service Singers

                                     (11:00) O Taste and See
                                            Chancel Choir   Ralph Vaughan Williams

 
CALL TO WORSHIP
     As we worship, O God, may your grace and peace be known. 
     As we gather around your table, may we be strengthened to
          share your love.
     Open our hearts to hear your Word, 
     And to be instruments of your blessings. 

+ HYMN #613  O Thou Who This Mysterious Bread    Land of Rest

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND PARDON
     God of all people, on this World Communion Sunday, we give
     praise for the way you break down all barriers that separate us 
     from your love. You open the way for us to love one another,
     and yet we confess our slowness in opening our hearts to
     others. Sometimes we seem to build up what you tear down,
     and tear down what you build up. Forgive us, we pray. Deliver
     us from the sins that keep us from being witnesses to your
     grace and peace in the world; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Silent prayers are offered.
 

     As the scriptures proclaim: God was in Christ reconciling the
     world unto himself and not counting our sins against us. In
     the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. 
     In the name of Christ, you are forgiven.  
     Thanks be to God. Amen.

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD

THE SCRIPTURE LESSON                                              Romans 1:7-9
      The Word of the Lord.
      Thanks be to God.

ANTHEM                     (8:30) Bread of Heaven        Peter Matthews
First Service Singers

                                      (11:00) Bread of Heaven 
                                              Chancel Choir         David Ashley White

SERMON                           "Grace and Peace”
Rev. Michael Roberts

+ HYMN #510               Come, Ye Disconsolate                Consolator

SERVICE OF WORD AND TABLE

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING, SETTING A, #17 & 18

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory for
ever. Amen.
 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S TABLE
     We will celebrate Holy Communion by intinction. All are
     invited to come to the front of the Sanctuary to receive the
     bread from a communion steward to dip into the common
     chalice. There are individual communion kits available for
     anyone who is unable to come to the front or prefers to be
     served individually. Signal an usher or the pastor for service
     at your seat. Gluten free elements may be requested from a
     communion steward. The altar rail is open for any who wish
     to pray after receiving the elements.

(8:30) COMMUNION HYMN #620 One Bread, One Body
ONE BREAD

(11:00) COMMUNION MOTET     O Salutaris Hostia
Sir Edward Elgar 

+ HYMN #626 Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence                 Picardy 

SENDING FORTH
 

+ BENEDICTION and THE PEACE
The peace of Jesus Christ be with you.
And also with you. Amen.
 

+ RESPONSE   (8:30) This is the Hour of Banquet and of Song 
                                       First Service Singers                    Morestead
                                  (11:00) Ave Verum Corpus      Sir Edward Elgar

 Chancel Choir
 

+ POSTLUDE     Lord, Enthroned in Heavenly Splendor
Ralph Vaughan Williams

mailto:Jason@conwayfumc.org


Blessing of the Animals Set Today
          Our annual Blessing of the Animals
will be held from 3 to 4 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 2,
in the parking lot at Conway First United
Methodist Church, weather permitting.
          Activities will begin with a short worship
service led by our Children's Choirs. The service
will include reciting the Blessing of St. Francis of
Assisi, known as the Patron Saint of Animals.
          In addition to options for pets and
families to park and walk up for a blessing,
we will also have a drive-through, in-vehicle
option for pets with "social anxiety." Pets must
be leashed or crated.
          Pets will be blessed as a special creation of God.
Even if you don’t have a pet, you are welcome to attend and enjoy.
          If your pet can’t make it to the blessing, you are invited to bring a photo of him
or her to be blessed. Children are also invited to bring their favorite stuffed animal
for a blessing.
          The event is free and open to the public, so please invite your friends, family
and neighbors! Questions? Contact Linda Ball at lball@conwayfumc.org.
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Guatemala Mission
Workteam

Meeting Set Tuesday 
         There are only 12 spots available – join up now!
The dates are Feb. 18-26, 2023. We're headed to
Guatemala to help build fuel efficient stoves for the
Mayan women. No special skills needed.... there is
something for everyone to do! No need to know
Spanish .... there will be interpreters! The cost will be
around $1,500 depending on air fare and that will
include everything except souvenirs and tips. You will
find your life changed as we get to know the
wonderful Mayan people and help in a very significant
way to improve their lives.
          Plan on coming to the information meeting on
Oct. 4 at 6:30 p.m. in the church library to learn
more!

11:00 AM LIVE STREAMING DISCLAIMER: Please keep in mind that anyone
attending in-person worship at 11 a.m. may appear on the live streaming of our
worship service. There are areas outside of the camera’s view in which you may
prefer to sit. Those areas are any of the pews on the main floor of the Sanctuary
that are under the balcony. Sitting in areas other than those noted above
constitutes your consent to be photographed, filmed, and/or otherwise
recorded and to the release, publication, exhibition, or reproduction of any and
all recorded media of your appearance, voice, and name for any purpose by
Conway First United Methodist Church.

Saltine Crackers Needed
for Food Pantry

     Due to supply issues, the food pantry is in need of
saltine crackers for the weekly food boxes. If you can,
please pick up one or two extras (or more) and drop
them off at the church. We need approximately 60
boxes of crackers each week. We really appreciate any
help!

Reception Planned
Today for Pastor
Michael Roberts

          After 10 years of ministry as our senior pastor, Michael
Roberts will be moving to a new appointment. There will be a
reception for him on Sunday, Oct. 2, at 10 a.m. in the Fellowship
Hall. Doughnuts, coffee and juice, will be served, and the
congregation is invited to write cards of appreciation and
thanksgiving. Blank cards will be available for you to use or you
can bring your own. We will accept donations in Michael’s
honor for finishing out the basement renovations.

Church Council and
Special Charge

Conference
 

Monday, Oct. 3
6:30 p.m. in Youth Big Room 

 
At this meeting we will call a charge

conference to adjust pastoral compensation
and then have a council meeting as well,

with a final report from Pastor Michael and
updates on all that is happening in the life of

our church.

Oct. 5 Dinner for Wonderful
Wednesdays

          Menu: Hamburgers, hot dogs, sides and
desserts (there will be some non-beef burgers
available). Host: C1Youth.
          Please let us know how many will be in your
party. Dinner is at 5:30 p.m. You may call the church
office to sign up by end of the day Monday, or use the
QR code.
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